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LXCURSIONS
Don't forget,,occgoo

Thursdey, , 30th August Evening trip to DAWNEBURY. The time
for meotlnv at Dancbury has been changed, to 7,00 pm soaas
to get morc doylight. Reminder: Danebury is the Iron Age
hillfort being exzcavatecd, 3 miles NW of Stockbridge at

SU 324 377. Own tr,nuoort Wo neced to say if you're coming,
but anyonc waniting a 1ift should contact a committec membeT,

3 , 16th September A booking form is encloscd for this
hqlludﬂv excursion (301nu1v 1ith the Industrial Archacology
Group), led by Phil lMorris. Sites of archacological and
histcrical intercst in Southamptom, from the Iron Age to the
19th century. Leaving Basingstoke by coach 1 pm, reiurning
about 8 pm., There will be a stop for tea. Cost 50p a head.

Em

COIMITTEL

At the AGM on 28%h June the following were clccteds

Chairmans Les IMawcett ( clephone Basingstoke 2?37a)
Secretarys Bazibora Applin (+elephonc Basingstoke 65439)
Treasurcrs Robert Applin  (
Comnittces Pam Judkins
Hery Oliver (tclenhone Basingstoke 24263)
John Oliver (

Dunsan Russell (telephonc Tadley 2039)
Richard Searle (tclephone Basingstoke 20488)

EXCAVATION - RUCTSTALLS ITLL
Notc:s we arc dlwg"m& fou foul veekends onlys
18th and 19th Augus-
25¢h, 26th and 27th August (Bank Holiday)
1lst and 2nd September
8th and 9th September.
No weckdey digging becouse the contractors arc on the sitc, so we
shall have to concenirate our efforts at the weckends. There are still
some vital cuestions to be answercd about the site by scctioning further
pits and ditches.
Times As before, digging from 10 am to 5.30 pm, with breaks
- for tea on cof?oo, and a lunch break from 12.20 to 2.
Access Please nots that the best way in is now along the A339
7 Alton 7-7011 (of; he A30 at the “Venture Roundabout?),
end just before the road goes under the M3 a now ecstate
rOud goes off on the left across the fieclds. Drive up
this road, past a triengulor wood, and the site is on
the left, moriced by our spoil heaps. This new road is
not yet a public highwoy so your car insurance won't
annlylt Park cff the roed if possible. There is a break
in the kerb by the sitc.
Equipment 3Bring a pointing trowel, bucket (1ightweight is

ottor)s small hand shovel, hand brush, 01ld clothes
advisable, and o knceling mat. We shan'!t hove the site
hut thore. as the site is *oo onen to vanialism, SO We
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shan't have an extra supnly of tools, so pleasc bring
your owm} Any smell boxes suitable for small finds wil
be velcome. Bring ooffoo/toa ~nd sandwiches if you want
refreshments.

i1

EXCAVATION MATSRIAL

Mary Oliver is organising a weck!s concentrofed work on the material
from Ructstnlls Hill - somc pashing and marking of not etc. fresh

from the site, but mostly sorting the pottery. Anyone who is free is
urged to comc to the Willis Huscum annecXe on Tucsday afternoon, 28th
August (2 pm onwards) and on fcdnesday, Thursday and Fridey, 29th to
31st August (9.30 am onwvard This is a splendid opHortunity to find
out how the pottory is sorted into types, fobrics etc and how it is
dat ed.

__TINDS RiCISTER

For somc time uc have been wanting to moke somoe form of permonent record

of members’ finds or archacological investigations. Mowu Josic Wall has
agrecd to organisc o Pinds Register (probably jointly for the Archacological
Society ~nnd the Industrial Archocology Group). This will be on ind cx cards,
colour coded nccordiag to period and indexed according to site, and is to
give details of the location and circumstonces of archocologic:l finds in
the arca, with ~ full description of the objects or structurcs themsclves.
Tt is to cover ficldwork as well -~ and negative renorts arc just as
importint as detoils of finds - i.c. we want to record places that have
been investigoted ond found to have no archacolosical material, for instance
when necu roads or houscs arc built. Then the format of the cards has been
worked out, details will be given in the Tewsletter ~nd we hone that any
members who have made any archacological investigations will let Josie have
detoils so that we may start the Register. Iris Grogory's finds at Basing
(belor) will obviously bc included, and Richard Rushent Oram's many finds
along the necw Loop Road, but therc arc many other occasions too when mcmbers
hove looked down footings trenches or along newly scrnped surfoces. Plcase
keep your cycs openi

OLD_BASING

Note from Iris Gregorys
Mcsolithic aXc The site of o futurc housing development at the rear of
Tho Bolton Arms, 0ld Basing, 0S5 rcforoncce SU 666 534, looked a
promising sitc for possible archocological romains and so 1t nroved
onc July evening when a Stone Agc axe was discovered in the river
alluvium. The axe was of the mesolithic period and mcasurcs 16 em X
5 cm (ot the widest 9ort), ond is a flaked 1ight grey implement.
Some further evidence of occupotion of this poriod is provided by &
microlith found at thec same locotion.

Notc from Bob ond Barbora Appling
Palaeolithic floke At i{he somc site, in disturbed soil, wce found &
Palafbli%ﬁﬁkn%orkod flake - of thc honcy colour which sccms &
particular footure of Pnlacolithic tools of this arcas.

CHURCH COTTAGE

?ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁEEEfﬁfgg? of the barn of Church Cottoge was taken un during recent

restorntion work we had the ooportunity for o Vory rapid investigation

of the ground below. Philin Judkins conducted the excavation, »nd his

renort is attached.

THE M3 BXUAISL M Al ARCHA
This is tho icport of the M3 Archwodiggi521 Rescue Committee (of which
Mary Oliver is o menmber ), outlining the archcological sites on the route
of the M3 oxtension and explaining the nced for investigation of sites
pefore roadwork begins. On the bagsis of this renort o full-time archacol-
ogist is to be ap-ointed to organisc rescuc WOIX. A copy of the cport

is in the Socicty librory, and it con olso be bought from Mary Oliver,
price 20p.

ARCHABOLOGICAL SURVEY
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RESCUL ARCHAROLOGY Ii HAMPSHIRD

The first issuc has JUut been published (o 1 for 1973) of w« now
Journal under the auspices of the Hampshire Picld Club, intended
for the publication of archicological reports. Number 1 has reports
on the excavations of the late Iron Age s~lt working site at
Brownwich Farm, Titchficld; of the latc Saxon sitc at Emsworth ond
of o Saxon scttlement site at Rowncr. Copies from Mary Oliver, 55p.

BOOK BOX

As well as the books on long loan to the Socicty, we slso have a
sclection of offprints etc which members can borrow — come to the
Musecum annexe on a Thursday cvening.
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’ STOP_PRESS! ! §  VISIT TO BUTSER ’

This Andover Arch cological Socicty have k indly °

§Eﬂéﬂl invited any of our members who Ulsh to join :
* ' them on a visit to the Exverimental Iron Age :
* Form on BUTSIR HILL, You may have seen its ’
° director, Pctor Reynolds, on the tclevision °
¢ Chronicle programme recently telking about a :
° similar venturc of his at Avoncroft. They °
° will be shown round the site by Mr Reynolds, ’
* end are meeting at the top of Butsger Hill °
’ at 4 pm, Butser Hill is just off the A3, °
‘ holfey between Petursficld and Horndczm9 °
* SU 717 203, Meet at car park ot ton of hill.

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDLL

We have ncot yes received
your subscrintion for
1973=4 which was due on

ist Mey. Please let us
have it as sovon as possible,
otherwise we shall regret--
Tully hove to assume that
vou do not wish to reacw
ncmbcershin and this
the last ncusletter
1 rTecceive,

Jouxr

'3“

will
vou Wi

o' E
0
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Note on Excavations in Church Cottoge

N W A TS R R S e R e T S T M R

P.E. Judkins

Thirteen volunteers of the Society excavoted an 8m 50 by 2m trench to

a maximum depth of 75 cm in the western half of the aisled barn of Church
Cottage, Basingstoke, on 26th/27th May 1973, in advance of restoration
work which restarted iamediately after the excavotion.

The general architecture of Church Cottage indicates a Tudor origin,
and a building of the nresent shane ig attested by early toun mops.
However, the surviving fobric appears maisly Victorien, and the only
firm written evidence rolates to the neriod after 1865, when church
records refer to the aisled borm as Ythe Vicarinn Bern® and later Ythe
Malt Housc" (porhops referring to » practice of church -~rdens brewing
beer for parish festivnls). In 1867 the hell in which excav.otions vere
carricd out was converted first into a gymnasium; ~nd then agoin in 1870
into a girls' school, though when this school moved to Fairfields in 1887
the barn reverted to parish pur-oscs,

The major features may be divided into two groups - Victorian
features, mainly brick-built and individual fecatures, as opposcd to
pre-Victorirn fertures, mninly occupation layers. In detail, and in order
of antiquity, thesec wcres

1. Solid briclk-built draught flue Tor o stove, originally in the
centre of the floor, but later moved back to the wall. Probably
post--1870, related to the girls' school phase.

2, MTwo brick piers, one 1 course deep at the east of the trench,
one 7 courses deep at the .est by tho culvert (see 3 belov),
Its depth shows that it wns weight~bearing, but it has no
obvious relcotionshin to the roofbeams. Most »nrobably nost-1865.

3. Brick-~built culvert, presumably for the stream early maps show
as running bencath Church Cottage, Construction would be
expensive, so a possible date vould be nost 1865 when the
building ceased to be o barn. Construction trench yielded a
fine plnin clay pive bovl, winc bottle fragments and dork broun
glazed coarsew:res.

4. Circular brick-built vat - a vat rather than a well because of
the brick-built stokchole to the west and an intornal ledge ebove
its base. Likely to be associated with the malthouse nhase of
the building.

5. Deep Victorian building trench vhich destroyed the stratigraphy
over o distonce of 1m in the centre of the south face of the
trench.

6. A crudely formed wall of flints with fragments of brick ond tile,
and no closely dateable mottery. Cut by brick pier (2 above)
ond a Victorian working trench but cut from a very high levels
probobly very early 19th century.

7. A rathor finer woll of {lints comstructed in the upoer levels
of & deew robber trench., By stratigrophy, this would be
contempor..ry vith black clay overlying the flint cobbles (8
below) -nd chalk surface (9 below)s the layer produced a fragment
of “bellarmine” and is »probably 18th century.



8. Well set flint cobbles, contoining some brick but no dateable
finds, extending over 2m x lm 50 to the west of the centre of
the trenchs mnrobably 17th/18th century.

9, A thick but deeply pitted chalk surfacc over a 2m x 1lm 50 arca
to the east of the centre of the trench, cut away end replaced

as a surface to the wost by the flint cobbles (8 above)s 1Tth
century .

10. Below the cobbles and chalk, the first continuous layer, of
thick grey clay, contoining only very finc green glaged pottery
and some coarscwaro. Jrobably 16th century, or ecrly 17th at
the latest,

11. At a depth of 50 cm on areca lm squarc of tiles pitched on end,
contemnorary with an area of rough flints to the west and a
rather tenuous chalk surface to the cast; probably chrly 16th

century.

12. A further laycr of grey clay below laycT 11; dipping into a
ditch in the centre of tho trench.

13, Brown clay natural.

Further work will be required to knit thesc features into a cogent
sequence of value for dating further excavations in Basingstoke, ond
recovering further occupation patterns,

The finds from the above excavation hawe been weshed, and will be
deposited after marking in the fillis Muscums o Ffull report will Dbe
circulated in due coursc to all who took part, to whom my most greteful
thanks.



