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10th Anniversary Lecture.
Richard White of Basingstoke - the erudite exile.

I imagine many members have looked at the title of our March
lecture and wondered who was Richard White? I, for one did and
turned to that ever useful source of information on our town's past
- Baigent and Millard's History of Basingstoke - for enlightenment.
There is a sketchy outline of his life - he was the son of Henry White
of Basingstoke, admitted as a fellow of New College Oxford 1557, he
became a lawyer, a Regus Professor of Law at the College of Domay and
outliving two rich wives, was ordained priest and was high in the
Pope's regard. However, his chief claim to fame lies in the History
of Britain which he wrote in Latin, eleven books published between
1597 and 1606, one of the .earliest.scholarly works on our past. So
much by way of introduction, we look forward to hearing more about
him from Dr. Dennis Rhodes. Dr. R™odes is Keeper in Charge of
Incunabula (early printed books) at the British Library, based in the
British Museum, London. He is a scholar whom we are fortunate to have
lecturing to us, his talk will be the fruit .or original resear€fh, and
to judge by his letters, we are rromised a 11ve1y, entertaining and
stimulating evening. Although Richard ¥hite's obly connection with ouw
town would appear to be his birth, he always acknowledged it, signing
himselfRicarcdus Vitus Basingstochius, and it seemed appropriate to
celebrate this early son of Basingstoke as our 10th snniversary lecture,
at which we shall, it is hoped, be joined by the Mayor.

Training Excavation. -

It is intended that once again, the Society will orgenise a
training course ot Esster for those members who have little or no
experience of working on an excevation.

The course will cover the three days of Fridey, Ssturday and
Sunday 9th, 10th and 11th of April, the working day will be from
10am to 4pm. The site of the excavation will be at Worting and mem-
bers taking part will be advised of deteils nearer the time.

The course will be designed to show how to tackle an excavation
starting with the setting out of the site using basic geometry with
simple instruments and possibly taking the instruction a little
further with the use of a theodolite and staff.

Hawing set out the area to be excavated, the turf w111 be
removed and stecked, the subsoil will then be removed ,uaing mettocks
and spades with flnal removal using hand trowels.,

Plans and sections of the excavation will be drawn and 'flnds'
from the site will be recorded. Following removal of any items found
they will be wgshed =nd marked in preparation for storage in the
Willis Museum.

Apart from the physical work there will be discussion of the
methods of locating sites- 1nclud1ng the use of 211 documents, aerial
survey, field welking asnd the verious typé€s of ground survey
instruments.

The most important aspect of any uAcavqtlon is the writing of the
report and this will be discussed and a final report prepared by
members taking part.

Everyone is welcome to join the course whatever their experience -
if possible, please bring a hand trowel, kneeling mat and bucket
but dont hesitate to come for lack of them' It w111 be 2 help with
planning to know how many members are interested in »aking pﬂrt- if
you would like to join in, please ring me on B'stoke 27713.

Peter Heath.
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As our Bastor treining ¢ig crproschus it ecus svvornrintc to ‘remind
members of the  imsurence cover taken out by the Sccicty for. their
proteetion. This erticle vas rrintcd by the pAlton Archrcological
Socicty ond is copied with their pereissicn.

INSURANCE.

In these doys of heelth and sfety consciousncess the Society feelg it
necossery to cover its officers ond wembecrs throush on apryopriate
insurence with the Council for British Arclircology. The cover is for
the lersrl 1iebility of members $o0 third rertics Tor injury or prorcrty
demese whilc enececd in bone fide cetiviiice of the coeicty. Members
end cther rersons workine rss volunt.crs for the scecicty ere elso
insured for personal sccident.

As isg usurl in incurence pol-cies, therc erc liritetions end exclusicns,
and members ere erkad to note perticulrrlyv where they sre not covered -~
peyticulsrly regoridine personsl offecte.

1., In ¢lmost =11 ceses loss or deminee of personcl - ffects is not

covered. A wmember wishing §¢ have such cover should errenge it
through their ovn household insuroncc policy.

2. There is no cover for working over 6 feet below cround level,
]

3. inors working on sites should have writtcn couscnt of prrents
or purardians,

4. Anyone working on rnother socicty's rctivity (es. o dig) should
expect to come undex that socicty's or orgenicrtion's
insurence(s), s ¢ voluntery, unpeaié worker. Agrcement for
perticipetion should be made with the activity supervisor.

5. Any paid work on en rctivity recuires by law the cover of
Enployer's Liehility Insurence.

6. Members who join in other orgsnisction's dig etc., without any
specific arrengorents beins wade by the Society, do so on their
ovn respon+=ibility end¢ have no coll on our Society for
insurmnce purneses. Informetion ~ven nbout another orgenissations
activities, in our Newsletter or rt o meeting etc., foes not
imnly the Socicty's officiel perticinestion in en activity., Also,
using the Society's membershiv cerd rs rn introduction to
another sociecty does not imply en cuthorisation or eprecment by
our Society for » member's porticipation in another's sctivity.

7. Any wishep, accident or loss should be reported prompty to the
activity supervisor.

The Prrish of Basingstoko in the Middle Ages.

L e

The object of our April lectuure is obvious in its appeal and we are
pleased Yo welcome Vr. ., Brrbars Carpenter Turner to Bagingstoke to
tell us rbout her resesrches into Besingstoke's Medieval documentary
history. Some members may have attended lVrs. Carpenter Turner's WEA
cless on Hempshire history, but this will be her first visit to the
Society #snd I om sure we cen look forwerd to = most interesting and
enterteining evening, It ie clenr from contributions to this news—
letter, from the - interest rsroused by the WEA clrss on documents and
the Society's forthcoming publicetion of Anne Hrwker's book thet there
is considerrble locsl interest in documents snd nlso very ereat scope
for oripinel work. I feel sure thet Vre. Carpenter Turner's talk
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will delight those who sre already"hooked™ znd may well inspire others
to join them.

. Rending Berks 21760to 18317

A 15C yeers seperrte us out ‘it seems =s if the fewily are friends of
mine. John Hooper wrs the son of ¢ physicien, end srendson of a
physicien in Resding, Berks in the 1800's. The grendfother hed en
"Enrolled rerchment™ ersnted by the Monach in sbout 1748 (which I believe
is a petent) he made “femele pills”. The femily were very proud of these
pills and they werc in a tripertrership, weking them, in the 1800's with
Newbery (of Reacding Nercury feme rnd a bookseller in St. Teul's
Churchysrd, London leter) ond Wetlington, the fewmily who provided two
Meyors 2t leest for Rerding, This docunent wag left by John to his
deughter, unmarried Ceroline, when he died., The orgenising end own-
ership of the pill menufactory aiperrs to have gonc to his nephew,
enother Hooper end e tobacconist in Reading.

JOHN HOOPER, Physicien, midwife, surgeo:

I must explain some things I suppose. "My John" snd I have been
together since winter 1980. He's béen in ny thoughts end in ny dresms
constently since then. Ile obsessed ny working hours snd disturbed
my leisure time. He turncd up in come cslf bound books lent e by a
friend whose ferily had a pharmrcy in Reading between the two World
Wars, ond whaose ¢istent relatives were tied up with the Reading Nercury
in ite infency.

These four books are os follows. No. 1, ermnesrs to be John's
¢elly account from 1802 71, The : " -md book srpenrs to be a cross
reference account system from 1803-11. The third book is a smeller
one, from 1787 to 1825, beins yerrly credit ond loss sccounts from
when he took his rertnership with his fether. The fourth is e problem
book, :

The first book is a deily account of his midwifery, mainly two
guiners for a birth (end o puines for s=n sborted child!5 the women are
21l nareds1 Other swrs of money rre more puzzling.  The monthly occount
ig very, interesting, he neid 1/-d@ erch for French leeches for exemple!
He puts cown the educetion cxpenses, Adrswing lessons, dencing end peint
ing lesscns. He prid ¢ guines:for a Brown Welsh wig; an umbrella

and livery for “my grey were®,

The yesr books shows his profit and lose and suddenly it ends )
in 1828. VWhy is the weter mwerk in this book 18199 The fourth book is
e real nystery. Ite the srme kind of book, and has & series of rents
in it, end copies of documents snd » lot of informetion about old
Reeding - if it could be deted, =and provenanced. Nid John write this
ore as well?

, I first begon looking casunlly at these books, meking notes on
the varied fescinating sninnets thet I saw. But “teelthily the
the charscter of the writer seeired to ermcrpge from the nertly written
apers, and -~ told trles of ordincry every dav life in the 18(0's in
Reading. T besen to borc 11 who v~ 1 listen (or anperr to) telling
them of John's warrisge to Sarrh, the birth of his children, Ceroline,
Loulse end William. He lived cver the ‘shop first of 211, in London
Road, then rented a better house in King Street, We found a room
by room inventory of the furniture in it, showing where he'd bought it,
end what he'd paid for it. He paid paving tex, heir powder teox (he
must heve been old feshioned by the date, as the werring of wigs had
gone out ecrlier) ond a horse tex (!). He belonged to the TLitersry
Society, the FPhilosophicrl Society ond naid out, on one occrssion
"€1.10s, for an urn from =2 very dirty wercehouse for my pertner
'D¥. Sherwood® T
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Te hed trken inton rrxtnership one of the well knovn Sherwood
brothers. Fe porve one c~uincs to his : pnyentice Williem ¢fter he'd
cone hig sronrenticechin. fe¢ had o vere holidev teking all the frmily
end Wige Kernle the DOVfrnr 36 to TPiifuone, Prishton .. £57.10s., He
gold tirler fro nhis deroliched nplmuous. to Sir Cherles Iorsh (who
died esuddc: lyv still ovwineg f1,3 eiv Cherles' Benk - Mexrsh »nd Derne
went bkrkrvp in 1815, Johr wrs oved money by them. Fe had ¢ werchous

elonge the crnrlgide, where he wede Lis bhoxes to hold these femele
pills, end the milles thermrelvers.,

e bed to desl with the prob te vhen hig fother cdied, ond the
Berke Record (f-idice Tog 4le notebook he kert to vecor +this. In his

cccounts he v zntiong cuilte often thet bhir wother is chief beneficirry
only by Ilig oo wdill, rao Pid i

...... ther's will wre only vitne sed by two
witnesces! he elso vrite thrt 211 these benefits rcexuve to him on
her “estl ~ T have ¢en the Deecfs to the pronerty shey ownced in Bristol
(e #lro records ¢ journey he tock to Bristol with Crroline in his
sccount) vhicr cre in the Recor@ Office.

He seevrs o penerouvs oné very verlthy v e, Tre Recoxrd Office hrsg
hig ¢»eft v111 rue i the er-me box of nood ¢ verv dusty,v) I
Found vhe fngwey. 5o rmovery: 1 cvestionsg — Lhﬁ ele donshins of the
reonle he. nrerred to ret as B nker for - Blisscts, widow of =n B
Indirsen, The Boehuns (? Denish wery vietice) end on involverens
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tlhe Broces's of Beruryewneire, Ve held sroney in truvet Tfor the (deuvab
of ¢ 1 11v crd ogbhe wrg Ydivoreced now celled Alvnhouse, Hows the
for thie reriod?
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re returned to tlieix OVNGTE now, but seversl psople
neve coue to el e inforastion frowm thew, ohnt coved in illustrious
circles in Resdins end ¢ vhole voluae of inforrmetion crn and must be
written about h1 cnd his period. liverv svenue explored opens up
further exciting vistrs. Johm led =e to the Records Ofnlce, to ¢
lenothy senrch To he corried out in Frrish Recisters, to riieyofilms
of Readine Mercuvry - whet o {frcinstin~ vovece of discovery that wag,
To the FTetente O0fFice, where I wrhould bhe rhle uo Hin” out rbout thos,
ferrle pills,

~The books o
1

Whetever I do obkoeus the infor-s2tion in thesge books and wheotever
herrens to ¢ny rrticler T write, oy others vyite inm the fuiture, I shell
owe John e crert feblt, I hirve o corfunine drvterest to follow Tor verrs
to coue. And Johwn Hoorer, rhveicieci, widwife end svrccion will be
oy John' lile no other Jobn counlé aver be.

Joric Well,

Money-xeieing crnc Archncolooy.

Besingetoke's ne: v ncighbour, Hesdins,; hrs 1 ceritly rroduced two
contristing styler of money-rrisine events for srchreclopy, both bssed
on lectures, The firgt, in lete 1G81, wre ¢ well-nublicised lecture on
Vikin~ York bv t:levision'e beat- knovn crchreoloeic. 1 frontmrn, Lepnus
"eenusson., The secound, vhich we only discovered by rccident; wes oiven
on 17t Februeyv by Fetoxr Feshew, knovn locs1lw for his work on = °
sites, '

Hlernus e onu son'ae lecture woae voxrt of o Jono-lerm crmpelion to reise
money for the York Archreoloecicrl rust's amhitiouvs rlen to meke the
hichlighte of Vilkkine York zveilshle to the public. TI7 I understocnd
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it correctly, Viking Wllis will be reconstructed and finds disnleved in
en 'Underworlcd'’ through which visitors will pess on 2 cross between

o mininture reilwey and 2 conveyor belt. In frct, this lecture rt
Rerding wes the result of someone's brillisnt timing in persuading the
sperker that Roeding lay more or less on his wry to London Airnort and
his dereryture for more extsngive moneveraising in Americe. A

sizerble portion of the Hexapon Thentre wes used end wos rlmost o sell
out, so it seemg that the function wes » finrnciel succesgs. It was
guite o gocirl occesion, with severml locrl societies end @ bookshop
putting on displeys in the foyer. Some of the guestions from the
audience 2t the end of the lecture supgested thet the less informed 'mam
in the street' wes there s well a5 nrofessionels snd keen smeteurs, aw
thet the lecture head ryoused his interest ond mroduced auestions to

be snswered,

One ruestion never teockled wes 'Whet ebout the Vikings in the
Thomes Velley?' The lecture hed been billed ss '"Viking York' snd in
smaller type 'and the Vikings in the Themes Valley'., This wes
rresumsbly an appeel to locrl interest; but it received only a few
throw-awey sentences, more or less to the effect thet hrrdly enything
was known,

I @id enjoy the lecture - Mrgnus Mrenusson turned out to be
smrller end more ernerlingin life then on the screcen, and to heve a
lively turn of sp. ech - but some of the slicdes were dirty or out of
focus and the more interesting ones werce whipred rwey too cuickly.

I #£1t that mony lecturers to our Society he done 2 lot better in that
prrticuler respect,

Peter Fasham's lecture was billed as 'Reeding Abbey Re-
discovered'. This wes rresented on o rether wore rodest scele (despite
being introduced by the Meyor). The old Town Hr1ll ws well-filled,
however, and this evening too epprecrs to hrve been o finencial success.
Itscause wos less well-known snd hed to be expleined: WAC, The "essex
Archaeoloecicrl Committee, who 2re resmonsible for fundine locel
excevetiong., ‘fhe socirl serect wee coverecd here too., The lecture
weg given in two prrts. During the coffce-brerk there wes time to
look £t the  émell Addispley of finds frow Rerdine Abbey snd then to move
to rn ente-room end gome delichtful rictures by meinly eighteenth
end ninet=enth century ecrtists of Feading Abbey's remring ss they saow
them,

M

To my wind, this wrs # wore suthorit~tive lecture then Mrgnus
Vegnusson's, I knew rore ebout York before these lectures than I

did ebout Reading Abbey: I hed reecd newsprper cccounte of Viking
discoveries in VYork, end seen ¢ swmell bit of the Coprergetc excavation,
but 211 I knew of Rerding Abbey wre thet the Forbury Gercdens were

somehow connercted with it. I don't think it's just thet end the

dif- erence in time since the lectures thet lesves nme now with en

interest but rether vegue iurression of the industriesl ~ctivities of
Vikine York but o nuch more vivid npicture of the nlanks end uprichts

of the succesgive riedieverl weterfronts of Reading Abbey. It was rlso

the difference between = rerformence by en experienced nexrstor of
scripts (others' or his own) e~nd rn exposition given by the men who

had rlenned, orgenised »nd recorded the excevetion himself. Terheps it
is sipmificent thrt ot cuestion time Megnus Mrpnusson wes jointed by

the director of the York «cevetion eord understendcbly masged nost of

the ruestions on to him, Peter Fesghemn weos joined by two Reeding
University lecturers, o historirn rréd the director of earlier excevations
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at the Abbey. They helped to snswer questions where “rpropriete, but
nostly it wes Teter Foshrn vwho hacd the "NSwers,

These ere two very successful wrys of tecking, with different

empherges, the nesds to rags on omformetion, to interest the public
end to veise monev. It dis encourreing to gece thatvérchaeology cen sell
itself so well. . '

Brrbers Applin.

Four Marks Golden Jubilee,

A .2t

Those members who 1ive in the erst of our crea mey #lready be

awrre that the village ~f Four Marks is celebreting its £0lden

Jubilee this yeer with » number of specirl events which include »
Heritese exbibition in the villege hell Auring Frrch ond urine the
rest of the verr » crrfi festiv 1, folk drnee; bertin~ of the bounds,
civiec scrvice, 2ele, jubilee pienie ang bonfire with fireworks, Fere
is on exsmple of loecsl history in the noking, the crestine of o new
villeose end some 2,500 people =t the Junction of four rerishes, vith |
to judge by this ‘nrogremme of events, » well developed sense of identity
The Heritege exhibition il1lustroting the growth of the villree,; sounds
rerticulerly interesting, but o full rrogreme of events cen le -obteineg
from H. Storey on Ronley 3207.

NOTiLS AN NE-S,

l-

2.

As you will =11 nrob=bly have scen in the loce1 reper, Tim
Schedla-Erll, Keever of Archreology ~nd Curotor of the Willis
Museun left Brsingstoke +o take up » new post in Hull. We shell
niss his retive involvenent in the erchrcclogy of the district,
but wish him well in his new life in his native Yorkshire,

At the seme tire we welcome r. Gevin Bowie rg Curstor of the
Willis, who meny of yeu will remember fot the interesting lecture
he nrve us last verr on the restorrtion of the tide ¥ill ot Eling,
Southempton Weter, Govin is en industriel archereolonist with o
specirl love of mills: there is rnoth r oprortunity to hear him
lecture on "22n4d April =t the nmuseun (see celendsr). We look
forwerd to eeings him ot some of our nmeetings.

No archreologist hes yet been arnointed to the county
museum service. The new keeper will be based on the new museum
et indover, d o

A reminder thot fieldwrlking is now teking place on Sundevs,
for deteils plerse ring Teter Herth, Basingsioke 27713, We would
like to finish the current rroject before the Crops are too
high, so plensc “elp if you cen.

e have been asked by Mrs. PV, Lewrenee of 2 White House Cottrees,

" The Ridpewsy Wentage OX 12 8L¥, to rsk if eny members know enything

sbout the surname TOCOCK (or verints such ng TOVCOCK, TOICOCK)
both in the post and the rresent day., It is thousht thet this
femily lived in Hertney Wintney one Sherfield., Any information
would be epyrecisted.
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4. Informstion is also being sought by Iris Greggry, I Srringfields,
the Street, 01d Basing (B'stoke 62413) obout the Countess of
Huntingdon' - Connexion, the chepel which stood till the 196C's
in Wote Street. She is interested to know the nemes of any 'pest’
Besingstoke femilies who wor:hipped there. Also if anyone knows
whet henrened to the tombstone which gtood in the burisl ecround, after
the chepel wes 1dimolished. To eneble her to complete her WE A
rroject she would be most areteful for informertion eny member may
have about this Chepel.

5. Forthcoming Veekend Courses.

Members may be interes ed in the fellowing non-residentisl courses
orprnised by Southempton University Depertrent of Adult Ecucrtion.
Vogeic frt in Romen Britein 7 - 9th oy, enrolment fee £10;
concentreting on mogrics rs #n rrt form. Prrticrl Flintworking,
12 - 13th June, with Mr. Chris Drrper, enrolment fce £3. (r11
those members who snjoyed our rccent demonstrrticn of nreticrl
flintworking sné who would like to try their hend, uncder Chris
Drener's expert guidence, chould seize this opportunity! Further
deteils of both courscs aveileble from Mr.D.S. Johnson, Deprriment
of Adult Educrtion, The University, Southsmpton .

6. Whet price feminig sm? Andrev Duckvoith heg kindly nasced on this

quote from o loccd newsrsper for our cnjoyrentt

"Dudley Cretle's 1,000 yeers history
could be bxoupht to life throurh =n
archkeecolorsicrl dig.

The scheme bas received r coolresponse from liiss Joserhine Wade,
Secretary of Dudley Archscolosic:l snd Fistoricel Society.

“If pecrle o grubbing cround under the cestle vells they
could Turther ruin its foundestions snd I wouldn't expect
there to be nuch in the eoround enyvey”® she werneéed,

#T shouldn't think our society would helnm cerry out the
dig becruse ve e wostly ledics™ ghe dded. n :

Subscriptions.

Subscriptions to the Fociety ze due from 1st Mey. In line with the
proposrls rgreed ot the 1680 4 @, the comwittee heve « ecided to roise
subscrintiong rpeein in orcder to keep rece with inflation, end the in-
crrasing expenses of running the Society, the new rates will be

OAP onéd gtudent membership £2.
Ordinary membership £5.
Joint or femily membershin £ I

Lew members who heove joined the Sciety since the new yesr will not need
to renew their subscriptions until Mey 198? It would be ¢ greet heln

to the Trer:curer if all longstrnding members could nay their cubs ¢t the
beginning of the Society's finencirl yee r, rather then on the cnniversnry
of their first joining the Society, =0 rs to ovoid sny confusion nbout
which yeerr they =r poying for.

Noteprper. After the introlvction of our new headed prper in the lest
rewslether, some members wey wonder wvhy we heve returned to the old -

we pre usiny up nll the 0lé stock, not wishing tc¢ scucnder the nssets of
the Society — but the next letter will be entirely 'new style’.



