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14th November Evening of Folkmusgic. Viebles Centre
Friends of the ¥illis WMuseum. Tickets £1.50
from the Museum,

21lst November Conference on Rursl Archreology in Hempshire,
orgenised by the Archseologics]l Section of the
Hempshire Field Club. To be held in the Adult
Educztion Depertment, Mcdieal end Biologicel
SciencesBuilding, Universityof Southempton
em - pm

25th November November lecture: 'The Bronze fe Urnfield at
Kimpton'. Max Dacre., (.30pm. St.Very's Hell
Eestrop.

17th December

Joint meeting with the Archreologicel Section of
H.,F.C. 'The Romen Cemetery et Alton', '
Mertin Millett. 7.3Cwom. Willis Vuseum, New Street

14th Jenuvery Winter Socisl Function (Deteils enclosed)
1982 7.30 - 11,00rm. St.Michrel's Church Cottege,

Church Street, Basingstoke,
Wanuery 'Present Archereoloeicrl Work in Egypt end British

Museum Exn-Adi+‘ong?
) A T : = [\ - 2 T e
British Museum, 7.30pm. St.VMary's

Hali; Eestfdp.
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Gnference on Rurel Archeeology in Hempshire.

ks was menticned in the lost Newsletter this imrortent conference

orgenised by the Archrcologicel Section of the Pield Club #nd the Adult

Educetion Depertment of Southrmpton University is teking rlece on

Seturdey 21st November £t the Fedicel snd Biological Sciences Building

of the University. The progrrmne is o very full snd wide renging one,

sterting with the environmentel evidence of mons impect on the lendscape,

farming and settlement petterns to end with the Sexon picutre . There is

elso & session on 'This world ond the next' derling with Bevis Grave (=

long berrow), and Heyling Islend =nd other temples.

The full rrogremme is aveilable from the Secretery, ond the

conference fee: is £3.,00. This conference is strongly recommended for

#1l1l those who like to keep up to drte with both professionrl snd

emeteur research. As those who have been to previous conferences

at the University will testify, they cre friendly end stimuleting occrs-~

ions. Anyone wentine further detsrils should contect me on B'stoke 24263.
M. Oliver.

November Lecture. R
The Bronze Age Urnfield =t Kimpton.

[

Some of our members will remember Mr., Max Decre coming to lecturec on

his excavation ot Kiwmpton, Neer Andover, = long time mgo. It was indeed
one of the first lectures which we orgrnised for the Society. Now, the
weny venrs of dieeing sre over, end thr equelly meny yeors of post
excavetion work comrleted., This very importent gite is sbout to spperr
in rrint in the Froceedings of the Prehistoric Society. We sre priv-
ileged thet Merx is tc come r£nd tell us the finrl interpretrtion of
Kimpton, which hss ¢ sgisnificent contribution to meke to the current
revision of the Bronze Age. Archreology is far from being 2 static
subject, new evidence od more sophisticrted methods of dealing with it
mesn thet the story is constently being updnted. This is nowhere more
tuwe then of the Bronze Age. Burial sites sre much more common in that
period than settlement sites ~nd Kimnton has o complex vericty of
funererry riturls drewn from sey=rzl troditions. Those .of you who
visitedthe site will remember whot o meticulous and thoroueh job wes done
in reieing the notoriously crumbly urns, end in recording the overlying
flint rlotform. I strongly recomment this lecture to you, I think we
ere promised ¢ most interesting evening. It would be especinlly nice

to hove # good crowd of members to welcome back Max #nd Pegey Deacre.

7.3C. Wed. 25th November, : Nery Oliver

The Romen Cemetery et Alton.
1T6E Dec mber.

As you will see ffrom your'pngrammes, this is en additionel item to
those rlready plenned, it is in fect = joint meeting with the
Archeeologicel Section of the H.F.C. »nd will be held £t the Willis
Museum., Vertin Millett - who needs no introduction to this Society, is
to lecture on his exceveticn of the Romen Cemetery at Rlton, discovered
during redcvelopment of Kemp's builders yard in the High Street. Although
he has been preé-occupied with the Sexon site ot Cowdery's Down in
recent yeers, NMartin is primerily a Romenist (sic!) and he excervrted
for seversl yerrs rt Nerthrm, the Roman smsll town outside Alton snd ot
the cemetery ot Cuckoo's Corner, rs 'ell s this year's rescuo- dig.
Mertin is now lecturing in Romen Studies nt Durhem University, ond it
will be very nice to welcome him brck to Hempshire on 17th December.

7.30pm. Thursdey 17th December. Willis Museum, New Street, Brosingstoke.



Winter Social Function.

Once agein we hsve been lucky enough to be 2ble to make use of the time
machine for the Christmes party. There will be room for =211 the members
and friends to come sbosrd, the take off is plenned for 7.30mm. on
Thursday 14th Jenuery, 1982, from Church Cottepe 2t the rear of St.
Michael's Church.

It is plermed to set the controls to go back to Tudor times, about 1520,
but s this machine is notoriously fickle, it mey not be possible

to make the journey for =211 the evening.

We cen rromise you an enjoyable evening, the chrnce to chat to
friends, some slirht stirmuletion for the brrin, food snd drink end to
conclude, the chence, not only to e how the Besingstoke Court Leet was
conducted, but the chsnce to actually be thre end to perticipete. It
will not be 2t 211 necessery to be dressed in the clothes of the period
but if some of the time trovellers czn make the seffort it will edd to
the atmosphere. Remember, the peorle of Basingstoke were unlikely to
be attired in the letest court strvle.

‘ The fere for this treat will ke unchenged from last yeor et £1.75
for @dults end 75n for children. In order to meke cetering srrangements,
plecse inform Jean Heath, telephone Basingstoke 27713, with numbers by
the end of the yesr. 7Peorle not heving booked will be welcome on the
night, but should bring some coniribution to the food

Report on the Society's Bern Donce, 23rd October, 1981,

I am pleased to record that our October Bsrn Dance was yet enother
successful social venture by the Society. Monetsry nrofit will nrobably
be smell but as an dvertisement snd 28 » vehicle for members to meet
each other informelly it was invelusble,

"Corn Pigs' who provided the music were first class and succeeded in
coexin< the most reluctent dencers on to the floor.

My thenks fo to everyone who sold tickets, to the ladies who helped with
refreshments snd to those who manned the doors.

A Bern Dence is & idesl way of meeting and making friends snd this

may well bocome o mermenent fixture on our crlendar.

Alan Rosch,

NMay I on behalf of the Committee and all members of the Socity thank
Alen =2nd Doris Roech for organising once ageaing; o very successful and
enjoyeble évening., I em sure that 211 will endorse Alen's own thoughts
thot this function should become 2 rerular festure of the Society's yeer.
Since Alan contributed the above, the Treasurc<r has informed me that pr-

oceeds will probably emount to £50. - Editor

The followine two articles 2re esch the fruit of first hend reseesrch
which two of our members have done rrising from Derek Spruce's W.E.A.
evening clsss on 18th end 19th century Besingstoke. It is alweys
enclouracing to receive contributions from members who are motiveted in
this way - especially when the subject matter is local or topical (or
better still, botht). This helps to enliven these reges end will, we
trust, stimvlate others to write for us. In this as in all else, one
volunteer is worth ten rressed men! We rre very happy to print these
contributions by Berbera A-plin and John Oliver and do thenk them for
their interest end for teking the trouble to put nen to nraper (or fingems
to tynewriteri) in this way. Editor.
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Bagingstoke Le:ser Merket.

In vicw of the recent decision to demolish Besingstoke's Lesser Market,
in conjunction with “the alterestion of the Tovm Heil into offices end
the formrtion of sn immoved entrence for the Heymrrket Theetre, it is
interesting to sec some of the eerly develorments on the site.

The Lesser Mrrket wes oripinelly sct up ss # result of the 1829 Act

of Parliement "for enlesrging the Merket Plsec in the Town of Brsingatoké'
when the srea of ground was nu.chased end set aside for morket

purposes. One of the first def inite rcfererces thet I heve found to
the Lesser Merket is an rgreement between the Town Council and Geo" ge
Etheridee, Cerrenter £nd Builder to ercect on Engine Housge. This wes in
1840 for o cost of £72. 3s. 03. TFrom the dercription it arpesrs to

have been an openfronted lecn-to with iron columns snd slrte roof. It
cen be assumed that the enpgine in ruestion wes sore form of hand rump to
roise water from a well for use in the merket., No doubt this wes for
watering the horsec of th market trrd-re and cuc tomers, weashing down
the srea and even drinking water! At this time the only livestock on
sele were poultry, aos themrin tride in enimels wes held in the Cettle
Merket, which was uitusted ot Ferirfields.

In 1851 the Town Council seems to have had e policy of improv-ment

end repularising the Merket which resulted in quite »n u. et in the sres.
As 2 result of the Council decciding to levy tie tolls in Verket, as :
laid down in the Act, the whole merket wasbovcotted snd a rivel market set
up in Old Basing ot the Bolton Arms. This rituction lested for sbout

a month then the Council cspitulatcd. snd decided not to collect the

tolls but to cherge for the stendings.

As & result of the imrnrovemernts the following notice epresred in the
'‘Reeding ¥ ercury' of 9th Ausust 1851

Lesger Merkct.

“The Town Council, with & view to the imnrovement of this werket
eve letelv incurred considersble exrense in theercction of
stending snd ctellepe, ond wmoking it otherwise guiteble to the
convenience both of buyers end ¢ llerc; end, sen-ible of the
pernicious influence on the rerket of the pr-ctise of hewking
provisions rbout the town, heve circulrtrd notices thet persons
fornd hewking or «xnosing for sele in the strects of th town, on
anv dev of the week, erticles crdered to e exrcged for cele in the
Iesser Verket, vill ubiect therselve:r to the mensrlties of tle Act
for ite reruletion; end that the Police heve strict orders to
ley informetions rgrinst all persons so offending. This is e step
in the right direction, rnd.it is errnestly hoped the inhobitants
renerelly, who are co materieslly interested, will see the
prorriety end importonce of fu:thering the objrct of the Corp-
oretion by sterdfestly refusine to purchese poultry, vegetrbles
and similer erticles, cxcept in the lesser merket, Some slight
inconv: nience mav a2t first be fAt, from the sbcoence of the customery
surplies £t the door, but ample compenration will be found in the
ebundent choice snd sunply furnished in the merket, and the fair
prices necessarily induced by competition, Situated in a populous
locelity, and itself conteining 5,000 inhebitents, there is no ..
reason why Besingstoke ILesser Merket should, as heretofore,
exist in the imrceinetion only, and afford subject of merriment to
cesuel visitors from other tovns where the minor merket is o fret
end not & name only. The Town Council heve onlv to follow up
vigorously what has been so well beeun, and (now that there sre no
lerses to neutrelize their efforts) nided by thr good sensme snd
firmmess of the inhabitonts scnerslly, an efficient nmrrket
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egrceeble tc the wishes ond interest both of vendors and
consumers, cennot foil to be the result®

In 1853 there is another contrerct in connection with the weter
suprly in the Lesser Market, when the Council contracted with William
Pistell, a nlumber, to insts1ll » new double barrel engine pump, to cleen
out the well and reline it with brickwork to o dcpth of 7 feet. The
pump was specified to be cornected to 2" pipes one to Church Street
end the other to 02t Street. This work cost £69. 6, Cd.

It ie to be hoped that the new uses of the Lesgcer Varket sres will
continue to be for the benefit of the peorle of Besingstoke.

dohn Oliver.

The Hogzerds snd rewsrds of culture ond entertcinment ir nincteenth
C'ntuIX‘BPHngEEQEQt

- — il o b 4 S o o - -

The 'Besinestoke Gezette! tC0dey corries notices of meetings of veri us
Bsocietiesn, includi g our own, butl they are¢ never ng revecling as the
notices cexried by the 'Reading Mercury' before the 'Gezette' begrn.
n 1851 notices in the 'Wereury' of forthcoming events in Besgingstoke
were usuelly followed by rervorts of their success or feilure, end the
writers expressed themselves frecly in preise or condemnation.

Praise could be very fulgsome. The Lrdies Petronesces Bell #t the
Town Hell on 14th Jenuary 1851 was "numerously and fo hionably
attended” with Lewson's celebreted guadrille band lending Yits
accustomed cherm”™, end the mrin orrceniser received the kind of
eprreciation we should ¢xtend to Alan znd NDoris Roach, the orgenisers
of our recent Bsrn Drnces

"the generel arrengements under the superintendence of Mr
Klitz were edmirable ond complete. On former similer
occesiong th- Ledieg Patronessess have entrusted the supply
of the recuisite refreshments to & gentlemen of Southampton
but in the present instence Mr. Klitz was «leccted for the
first time for that duty. The effect was prominent end
striking, and his exertions were rewsrded by the entire
anprovel of the distinguirhed company W,

(By the way, whet were the Ladies the Patroncsses: of? Does anyone
know?)

Besingstoke had ¢ rather srious-gcounding Mutusl Improvement Society,
with arparently an offspring, the Youths'! Mutual Imrpovement Society.
Their spezkers semed to be frirly locel, end often their own members.

The Mercury' ceiried thie notice on 18th Jrnuery 1851:

"A most instructive end imyortent lecture was delivered
before » very lrrge audience on Tuesdry evening by the
Rev, William Thorn, of Winchester, on “The Best Way of
thriving in the World®™. Such a sound expogition of
admirable principles =nd rules for the guidrnce of
youth in the atteinment of whet 211 feel to be desireble -
a satisfactory nogition in the world - connot f=il to be

productive of good results, end the lecturer wrs eminently
entitled to the cordisl thaenks of the meeting, which, at
the close of the eddrees, wes rrecented to him. A paper
will be read on Tuesdey next, rrepered bv a young member
of the Society, on *'Insect Trensformotion', and on the
following WMondey ' vening, Mr. T. Browne of Flexfield House
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will celiver o lecture on 'Th® Poetry of
Cowper', with illustretions’'.

Other lectures were on 'Electricity'.by = voung member; 'A comnerison of
Ancient ~nd Modern Genius' by a young working men of 17; 'The

Hermony of Science with Revelation' by the Rev. Mr. Lecg of Reading;
"Netursel History of Creetion' by Mr. Tabb; 'A Comparison between the
wonders of the arcient snd modern world' by therles Ayliffe; junior, and
&The Nineteenth Century' By an unnemed spesker. At lengt oncé lecture wes
given in "The schoolroom of the Independent Meeting (Congrepgrticnal
Church)? London Street®". Flexfield House wes ¢ locrl emcademy; the
Ayliffes were painters, plumbers end decorstors in the Mrrket Plece and
Mr. Tebb was o comrositor in the printing works of Robert Cottle in
Winchester 8treet.

Bosingstoke also hed = flourishing NMechrnic's Institute, whose
building is now the Willis Museum. Their speckers enpesr to heve come
from farther rway end they were not olweys given the reception they
expected. The lectures on 'Neturel Megic' by Cherles Pertington and
on 'Hydropethy' by sn unnrmed sperker seem to hove been received
without eny fuss, but Mrs. Belfour, who ceme from Beth, wes less for-
tuncte. Her "two well known lectures on English Femele Poets" were
reported very unfevoursbly on 13th Februesry. The rcviewer wondered
if the thin sttendence was becruse reorle had heard Her before (rnd were
not encoursged to remeet the exrverience) or becruse the committee hed, un-
usuelly, decided to cherge for ettendence. The President end members of
the Mecchanics! Institute incstently wrote to the 'V:rcury' to comrlain
of the vnfrirness of this netice, but snother lettor was nrinted, from
Semuel Chendler, junior, admitting thet he had written the review.

And he ©til] held to his orinion, though rerheps the second lceture

had been better then the first. The following week Vre. Belfour herself
wrote t¢ the '"Mercury' to thenk the Fresident ond members for so
sallentlv leaping to her &fence. '

I wonder whrt kind of rcception the YouthdWMutuel Improvement
Society save to the two lectures they reccived on Basing House, by
Semuel Chendler. T om not ebsolutely certein whother it wes this
Semusrl Chendler, junior, who geve the lectures, or his frther, S-mual
Chendler . Senior -both were rrinters, sationcrs and booksellers in
Winchest r Street; the father diecd in 1863 ond the son becrme Meyor
in 1869.

The unfertuncte Nre. Belfour decided to return to Basingstoke in
November of the sawme veer, but she met with another disester of the kind
that speskers (end orgeniscrs of Jectures) dreeds

"Wrg, Belfour wee snnounced to deliver o lecture on Thursdey
evening to the members of the Mechrnics' Institute, on 'The
Study of Bioererhy'. The nvdience arsembled i the usuel hour,
“but the lecturer A4id not appesr. We heve since ascertoined that
lire. Belfour had made her srrengements to Jesve Beth by the
Grent Western Reilwey, in a trein which would have reached
Reodiny in time for the brenchtrain, but o serious accident
occurred to & locomotive on the Grert Western, whichdglayed

the trein two hours snd occngioned the above disrprointment ™.

However, Frs. Brlfour would not be berten by Beeingotoke, end on 22nd
November the 'Mercury' cnnounced:’

"iwo leccetures hrve becn delivered to the members (of the Mechanics®
Institute) end others.. the first 'on the Study of Biogrephy as on
nid to sclf-culture! =nd the sccond 'On Eras in Literature and
their effects in promoting morel end sociel sdvencement' by Mrs.



L.I. Belfour, in vhich ehe fully susteincd her now
esteblished rwyputestion, of vhlch the best proof is

thet the sum coll cted from glitors nerrly covered her
cherge of five guiness for the two lecturees which, there-~
fore, # fr o g the funds of the Institution epre concerned,may
be conegidered ~lmogt gretuitous. We mey here observe

thet we do not know which was wost worthy of admiretion -
the matter, the menner or the morrl of Frs. Brelfour's
lectures®,

I susp ct thet the Prcgident made sure thet Mr. Chandler did not
write this review. However, he hed to defend vet snother sperker
on 13th December, when he wrote to the *Mercury' to complein that the
report of the lecture by WMr. Richerds on 'The History of the House
of Commons' had not been sufficicntly approving. Beringstoke must
heve hed 2 bad reputetion on the public svresking circuit. Should we
wern our future speckers?

Berbrre Applin.

W Vieit to Tittlccote and Afterthoughts.

One sunny Scturdey oftcrnoon back in August, my femily and I paid
2 vigit to Iittlecote House, just the other gside of Hungerford. The
nrime objective of the visit hed buen to see the live displey of
Roman militery dr2ll #nd esscult verpons nut on by ¢ vigiting group.

This wes enterteining ond ingtructive (olthoush onc weg left wishing
for some indicction of the source or sources on which the spectecle was
besed ee n guide to its historierl cccurrcy). However, esg # result of
the visit we rerped = double bonus in thet we 'discovered' both
Littlecote House ~nd the cxcevetion of the Romen ville with its
megnifici nt moseic floor in Littlacote Perk. Curiously, (es it now
seems to us) we vere uneware of the exietence o0f cither until we plenned
the visit. True cnough, Tittlecote House ig listed in the Histpric
Houses Handbook, published in both hardbrck and paperback by NMecmillen,
so we did not errive totelly unpreprred for whet we found.

Littlecote ig a bherming late fifteenth century Tudor menorhouse,

| which deserves to be better knovn. It is full of ttreditional Engelish
ook furniture end rennclling - including much linen-fold =nd some

of the rere flute-motif. Tike many housece detine from the srsrme orieinal
period it has been extended ond modified down the years, noticebly

in the eighteenth #nd ninetcenth centuries - with even o heated indoor
swimming pool being =dded by the fether of the present owner o8 recently
as 39354 However, do not be put off by this concession to the twentieth
Cfntury which hes been added with teste #nd du. concern for the cherac-
ter of the house. It is guite unobtrusive =nd in any cese, is in o pert
of the house not open to the public.

There is a very fine Greet Hell and the housc is worth 2 vieit for
this 21lone - there is so much of interest in it. There is specc here
to mention but one fecture (which ig topicel in view of last month's
lecture) snd thet is the very fine collection of Civil Wer firearms, and
battledress . alluded to by our sneoker ot one point in his talk. Indeed,
the collection hes the reputetion of belnp the finest collection any-
where in the country outside London.

For those who relish the subject of heruntings there is a haunted
lending end bedroom with = story concerning the foul misdeeds of a
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notable bleck sheep of 2 frmily who owned the house in the sixteenth
century, one Williem Derrel. But I #m not going to spill the berns and
if you want to know more, you must visit the house for yourself!

After we hed been round the house led by & very helpful (2lthough
not especially knowledgeable) guide we mede our wey rest the south
front of the house towrrds the west where we wrtched the Romen
Militery display. We then wovzd over to the Romen Ville excrveotion in
2 clearing in & slightly wooded rrea close by a stream. Those who are
femilier with the much more femous Romen mosaic floor at Fishbourne °
Pelace willlmow how colourful end frcinating these floors ere, This
one reletes to the mystery cult of Orvpheus.

The entire arer hes been divided into two sites ond is being
exceveted by Bryn Walters s#nd Bernerd Phillips. Their most recent
(second) interim revort reletes to work on Site 2, the river side site
during 1¢79 and 1980. On this site, which wes occuried intermittently
from the middle of the first century A.D. to the late eiphteenth
century, no fewer then fourteen pericds of construction or re-~building
have been distinguished.

The ville (sitel) has been temporesrily covered after = period of
excavation which would presumab” be the subject of the first interim
report (and which I have not sceiu). However, the mossic floor of the
Orphic hall, mentioned above, has been meticulously restored =nd is
open to view (rlthough perheps not ot this time of the yeer). The
latest report helpfully adds = Jengthy description of the import of
the mosric which there is rot room to recount herc. What is perhaps
perticulerly interesting and noteworthy though, ie thet Orpheus is
basicelly a Greek rother than a Roman g0d =nd thet as fer as cen be
disccrned at present in this mossic he seums to rct as o cetolyst
absorbing into a single god-head all the powers end identities of the
classical nantheon. The Authors of the report soy thet 'This syncretic
neopletonic mythology wes = form sdopted by some latter doy pagen cults
in direct oprnosition to the Christisn church., It fail inasmuch =8 it
wes ultimetely to form o bridge hetween pagong and Christisns'.

Now this is interesting becesuse wuch of the description of the
Orphic cult beliefs (28 frr 5 they cen be determined ot this strge)
which follows in the report seems ot vorience with, or a2t best, =2 com-
plex and ill matched elsborstion of the clessicrl myth of Orpheus as the
son of Apollo (or of Oeagrus, King of Threce - nuthorities differ on this
point, snywey) snd husbend of Eurydice, who died from the bite of =
snrke, The cles icel story tells of how Orpheus went down into the
uncerworld end, by virtue of his musgicsl gkills, sturck a brrgrin with
the nether powers of decrkness by which he pightrectrieve Fis loved
Burydice provided he preceded her out of hell 2nd did not look beck.
Almogt at the border, he forgot his brrgrin end looked back a2t her and
sew her for an instent before she weos lost forever.

It secms therefore probeble thrt the clessicrl story wes eleboret-
ed in classical times ond on into the world of the early centuries of
the present era as pert of the mystic cult of Orpheus - just rs
Christienity itself was troubled in its esrly development by gnostic
heresy. The euthors of the report strte thet Julian 11 (e relstion
of Constentine 1) becrme Emperor in Geul in A.D. 360 (i.e. sbout the
seme time os the villa) snd wes known asg 'The Anostrte' becruse of
‘his attempt to surplent Christirnity whth o revivel of Classicel
peeanism', It seems thet he riehly rewrrded those who complied with
his desire to restore pagen worship snd it is not herd to imsgine thet
there would heve been those preprred tomeist this rrocess by elaborst-
ing on the clessicel stories with 2 good helping of symerdism-Ffrom
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competing sources! A chellenging thought then, ond perhcve a fruit-
ful field for further study, is the extent to which Chrlctlﬂnlty (often
cherged with borrowing much from other religions; may clso ond .
s1mu1tfneously heve been the spur which prompted new, reﬁctlonﬁry de-
velopments in those scme pre-existent cults? Ah well snother time
PETHEDS coecosvocoscsn

Grehem Hell

News, notes and notices.

Membership Subscriptions 1981 - 82,

Members cre reminded thet subscriptions for the current season »re now
well overdue. If you have not yet peid plerse resmond npromply to this
friendly "nudge” end send your remittence of £3. CO (or £4. 00 joint
subscription) to Vrs. Susen Herdley our treszurer (eddress: 31 Winchester
Street, Overton, Besingstoke). Your co-omerstion will be very much
eprrecicsted »nd will help us to keep our cxpenses under control by not

hevine to send out individurl reminders.
)

Britteny Trip.

A1l members 1nt(r09t66 in te kjnﬂ rexrt in the holidey to Britteny planned
for next yeer sre invited to come to coffee =t 3, Milkingpen Lene,

01ld Besing, nt 11.Cem on Srturdesy 12th December, to decide which is the
most convenient daote for all members of the perty, and to besin to work
out some of the deteils of the trip with the orgrniser, XKrtie Smith.

If 12th December is not convenient; plesse ring :the Skcret ry (B'stoke
24263) with your preferentisrl de teh, so thet firm plons cen be made on
thet morning.

Field Welking.

It is Hoped thet this yeer's ficld wealking rrogremme will shortly zet
underwey. Detsils of times end venues will be aveileble from FPeter
Hesth, who'hrs kindly spreed to orgrnise this sctivity for the Society.
Anyone who hes not been fieldwrlking before but would like to join the
;team would be very welcome - no PIlO} knowlecpe necessrryt! Tlesse ring

7 Pet on Bos tok 1 .
bR Ay S ) xfﬂ&.u m““‘{; (or 22ad & 29t Movewber
lL’\
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Friends of the Willis Musew.

At the recent Annurl Generrl Feetine of the Friends of the Willis Museum,
Councillor Dudley Keep wee elected o the first Frerident of the

Society in recognition of the velurble work he hes done in surporting
the develorment of the Friends Associstion. At the meeting, Chairmen
Bill Dutton outlined three sime for the comirg yerr. Firstly, to
encourasge recruitment of new Fricnds of the 'useum, ~nd secondly, to
offer them & veried and interesting rrogrrmme of monthly meetinegs ond
crtre events - field deys, erchreoloeicel site visits 2nd the like. The
third #im is to ercourrge fund-reising cctivities to improve the

Museum frcilities to.meet the Currtor's ~im to mrke the Willis Museun
the best in the Country.

Wembership arrlicetion forms ere aveileble either frowm the Museum or
from the Friends Secretrry, Shirley Vhetmore, televhone Silchester
700784, or office Bregirestoke 29141.

Contributed by Bill Mutton,Ch-irmrn, Friends of
the Willigduseum
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The Archaeology of Hampshire

Some many issues ago, this Newsletter ran a review of a conference
called The Archaeology of Hampshire hel” at Southampton University .in
Novenber 1978 which was attended and enjoyed by several members of
this Soclety. It was intended that the conference papers should be
published as soon as possible; there are always understandable delays,
but the volume has at last appeared, edited by Tim Schadla=Hall and
Steve Shennan and published by the Hampshire Field Club. As the papers
have been reviksed since the conference, it provides the most accurate
and up to date swrvey of the archaeology of the county, - in fact
nothing approaching its scope has been published since J.P. Williams
Freeman 's'Field Archaeology as illustrated by Hampshire! in 1915 !
It .consists of chapters on the main chronological periods, three
chapters on environmental evidence, and one on the intensive survey
of a particular area. The editors point out in thelr introduction
that the book is aimed particularly at amateur archaeologists, who
did much of the groundwork on which the papers were based. It is
available from the Willis Museum, price £6.50 ( £5 for Field Club
nembers) and is recommended as a valuable addition to the library of
allmembers interested in Hampshire Archaeology.

1

N.B. Plenty of time to drop hints about Christmas presents !

The new Archaeology Gallery, Willis Museun

This 1s an advance notice to members to watch the press for notice

of the opening to the public of the new archaeology gallery at the
nuseun. There is to be an Official Opening of all the work recently
done at the museum to mark its 50th anniversary, but the gallery
should be open to view before then. Some of us who are also 'Friern-
had a preview at the AGM and it is certainly a most attractively

laid dut gallery. The Curator describes the plan behind the display
asg being a guide to the artifacts of the different periods; there are
certainly some very fine examples on show, many of which have not
been on display before, the results of recent archaeological activity
in the area. The objects are backed up by clear illustrative and
descriptive panels and together they tell the story from Stone Age

to Saxon times, when the Town gallery takes over. Basingstoke has
been too long without an archaeological display, which makes this

new gallery especiallly welcome and well worth a trlp to the Willis
to seee
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