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"The Iron Age in the Upper Thames Region™.

The last of this season's lectures will be given by Mr Yavid Miles on 28th May,7.30 Pel,
Clennell Room, Chute House, Please come along,

Full day coach excursion to Salisbury Plain - Saturday 1 th June

This year our coach outing is being organised and led by Tim Herrington who has taken
'4000 years of history' as a theme, : .

It was originally intended to start with a visit to Stonehenge but current policy to
preserve this most famous British archaeological site has resulted in visitors having
to view from a distance, This is rather disappointing so Tim has chosen instead

to take us to Avebury where the Neolithic stone cireles and earthworke. can be
examined at much closer quarters, Avebury is in addition a delightful village with

En route to the next stop, there will be many well known archaeological sites to see-

Silbury Hill, Wansdyke, West Kennet Long Barrow etc and g brief stop to see the Valley

of the Sarsens. : '

We shall then visit 014 Sarum - a complete contrast to Avebury in setting but which

brings ns on in time through The Iron Age, Saxon and Norman periods with the story

being completed by the foundation of New Sarum - Salisbury - down in the valley below.
—and the abandomment of 014 Sarum. There will be time in Salisbpry to look at the

vathedral or some of the other delights of that attractive mediseval city and alseo

to find some tea, ready to leave at about 5,30 p.m,

All these three places are interesting in their own right, but as a theme for the day,

they &re all in their different ways expressions of man's efforts to find a focus for

his religious and ceremonial feelings, and all of which required: great efforts of

planning, construction and organisation,

The coach starting point will be Basingstoke Railway Station at 9.30 a.m. (1eaving by

the Klngsclere/Newbury road for those who live in that direction) and we should be back

in Basingstoke by 7.00 p.m,

You will apprecinte that in these days of high inflation, the hire of a coach is

quite expensive - £135, So the price per adult will be £3,50 and £2 per child, If

you wish to go on this outing please fill in the tear off slip and send it to

Tim Herrington, 16 Scotney Road, Basingstoke by Friday 5th June or telephone Basingstoke

22090 between Monday 1st and Friday 5th Juhe. Friday 5th is definitely the last day

if we have not filled the coach by then it will have to be cancelled,
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™ Excursion to Salisbury Plain

Please reserve seats for me on the coach outing on 13th June,
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Summer Excavations

In spite of notices to the contrary in the local press, theexcavation at Cowdery's

Down will go ahead as plammed, starting 13th June until 12th July, from 9.00 a.m.

until 5.30 p.m. seven days a week, The director, Martin Millett would be glad of any
help which members can give.

Another local 'dig' at which help is needed is Tim Schadla-Hall's Basing House projects
the 1981 season will start on 4th July and run tntil 2nd August. For anyone interested
in taking part on a full-time basis there is some subsistence money available - for
details contact Tim at the Museum, ' -
Both these excavations are extrewely interesting and important sites, we are lucky
to have them on our doorstep! It is one of the prime functions of a local archacol-
ogical society, to support local excavation work especially in times of recession
when there is much less public momey available for archaeology, and the role of the
amateur becomes more important. Please give all the help you can!

The Gauls: Celtic Antiquities from France.

Following Tony King's lecture to the Society in April on the Romans-Celtic temple
excavation on Hayling Island, Iwent to the British Museum to view the current
exhibition of Celtic antiquities from France.

The first point to be made is that admission is free. Ixhibits are arranged in
thematic groups with sufficient explanatory text displayed alongside for all but the
serious student to dispense with buying the illustrated catalogue,

Based on a collection of Iron Age antiquities, mostly of the La Téne periods, loaned
from several French museums, the exhibition includes a few objects, notably
'Snettisham! torques, from the British Musecum's own collections, which provide
comparative meterial between Britian and Gaul from about 500BC to 50 AD.

I always find Celtic art fascinating with its impressive swirling designs often
incorporating animal motifs. Not surprisingly Celtic jewellery occupies its own
display cases with well-represented groups of rings, brooches, torques,pendants and
other items of human adornment in bronze, silver and gold finely wrought by craftsmen
of great skill ondimagzination. Pottery is also well represented along with fine
vessels of bronze, richly ornanented, Metal work is also strongly featured in dis-
plays of Celtic warfare, where Bwords, dazgeTs, knives and spears are shown off along-
side the horse furniture and cart fittings.

Tn the Champagne area, cart burials of the early La Téne 1 pericd (475-300BC) have
been excovated and studied in depth. One spectacular exhibit of the reconstruction
of such a burial with the cart wheels in place, set in a chalk cut grave, is well
worth the effort to visit by itself. .

The exhibition is open until 13 September and is small encugh tu hold the attention
of the least interested, while being at the same time sufficiently representative.

Richard Searle,
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Easter Training Dig

Easter time is rarely favoured with good weather, This year, true to form, Baster
came with a bitterly cold north-easterly wind which cut across Cowdery's Down's
cxposed hillside with Arctic vehemence. Ncne the less a geodly band of cnthusiastic
and willing trainee diggers assembled there to be shcwn the rudiments of excavation
technique. '

As well ag training, our archaeclcgical objectives were to complete the scetioning of
2 large pit which had been storted last year during the 1980 season of Martin -
Millett's excavation of the Middle-Saxon Village and to attempt to determine the
shape of the pit, so that it coculd be plotted accurately into the official site plan.
In the event, because of the complexity of the feature, neither of these two
objectives wag entirely fulfilled, But despite the weather everyone involved
enjoyed the expericnce and learned from it,

In 1980 one side of the pit had-been investigated and the material reccvered -
“Yuantities of pottery, brick, tile, animal bones and oyster shells and a few metal
ping - had strongly indicated a Civil War date for the  feature, Our oWn exam-
ination nt Eagter unexpectedly revealed the bottom few layers of an Iron-Age pit
beneath the Civil wWar vericd levels, To complicate matters further, on Easter
Sunday, as if to trap the unwary, we loeated the butt end cf a ditch which is also
Possible of an earlier date,

Topsoil renoval in an aren adjacent tc the excavaticn neither determined the shape .
or extent of the pit nor indicated a continuation of the ditch, 17th Century
material was scattered consistently thrcughout, which probably suggests that the
carlier features were later dug into during the Civil War pericd and deliberately
refilled with houschold and demestic rubbish, Certainly there ¥a7‘plenty te find -
in the way of pcttery and netalwork, not to mention the large quanties of oyster
shells and bone, e

An impertant lesson was there t¢ be learned by everyone, trainers and trainces alike,
Never approach a site with too mary preconceived ideas about it. You never know wh
what might be underneath,

Richard Searle

Proposed visit to Brittany :

We have had suggesticns that the Scciety sheuld crganise a week long holiday to
Brittany, This would be feor a small group travelling round in a ninibus locking

at some of the best known archacological siteg - Carnac, Gavrinis. Other societies
C.ge N.E. Hants and SHARG have Tun successful trips t¢ various placesy; but before any
time is spent working out cesting details, itineries ete, it would be helpful to know
how many members would be intcrested in principle in jeining such a trip, v

If you are interested Please contact the Secretary - without any commitment at thig
stage of course.

Notesi

i A further interin repert on last year's scason at Cowdery's Down is now available
price 30p.  They can be obtained from the Willis Museun and will be on sale
at the next neeting on 28th May,

ii) For those people who ordered steneground wholemeal flour at Gavin Bowie's
lecture on Eling Mill- please do not despair, it has not been forgotton! A4
the moment the miller is finding it hard to supply the demands of visitors

to the mill, but as scon as there is a surplus in hand, cur order will be fulfilled

iii) Wanted - g velunteer! If there is g nember living near Kenpshott who isg not
planning t¢ go cn the ccach trip on 13th June and has a little time tc spare,
Barbara Applin woula be pleased to¢ hear from youd The soclety has been agked
to p ovide a small exhibiticn for the Kempshott Village Fayre that day, which
will/useful publicity for us., We weuld be glad to hear from any member who
would like tc man thisg display for a period during the afternoon to hand out
leaflets and chat +c reople abcut the Society, o
Please ring B-rbars Applin befcre 2nd June (tel: Basingstoke 65439)
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The Society's Visit to Selborne - : F ¢ :

on Saturday 16th May a party cf Society members and their fgilies met in the early
afternoon at 'The Wakes', fcrmer home of the famous eighteenth century naturalist,
Gilbert White. The house is now a ruseun deveted to him and tc¢ two explorers,
Frank Oates and Captain Laurence Oates. The former (who was also a naturalist

as well) explcered in central Africa and South Anmerica, in the late 19th century

and the latter perished alone in a blizzard during Scott's expedition to the Scuth
Pole in 1912, . s T ,

We were received by the museun CuratcT and given a shert talk abcut the life and.
work of Gilbert White. She also told us abcut his family - nany <f whese portraibs:
hang on the walls of one of the main rcohs. Badly, however, no likeness exists

of Gilbert White himself which is pesitively identifiable as his own. We also
heard a little of how the house has been added to by its varicus owners since Gilbert
White's day and what has been deduced abcut the uses of the rooms which existed

in his own day. ' :

The original manuscripts cf the letters which form 'The Natural History of Selborme'
are in the possession of The British Library, but we were fortunnte in being shown
photographic reprocuticns of several of then.. The original title of White's work
wag: 'The Natural History and Antiquities of Selberne,' The Antiquities ~Tre nowa-
doys omitted from nost published efitions and ccncern the archacclogical and histor-
ical aspects of the Augustinian Pricry of Selborne which was established in 1232
and fell in 1486, fifty ycars befcre general dissolution <f the Monasteries. Thexe
is a rocnm in the museum given over tc finds frem the Priory.

The letters in 'The Natural History' were written between 1767 and 1780 and
addressed to Thomas Pennant or Daines Brrringtcn, both Fellows of the Royal Society,
who enccurased White in his worke. He is reckcned to have becn far surerior to
either as a field naturalist and happily they recognized his merit. However,
general recogniticn did nct ceme in White's own lifetime, sihce the bock was only
published in 178%,four years befcre his death in 1793. ,

After lccking rcund the house and gorden (where White's fomcue ‘'ha-ha'! may still

be geen) the party split up intc three groups which either tcured the village, -
‘climbed the zig-zag path to the tup ¢f the hanger (or wcoded hill) cverlocking the
village or visited a restoror of old Romany caravans. Afterwards several members
met up at the Bush Hcuse Restaurant for tea. So ended a very intercsting and worth-
while afternoon,

‘ Graham Hall,

Annual General Meeting: Saturday 18th July T

I am sure that the initinl response of mest members on seeing the date of this
years AGM will be of surprise as we have never befure held an AGM on a Saturday.
However, there is a special reason for this: ton years agoe. on 19th July

The Archaecclogical Society held it's inougural meeting. - E

The committee felt it wiuld be appropriate to colebrate cur first decadé by holling
our AGM as close as possible to the anniversaxy, i :

We hcpe that after the business neeting niembers will stay behinl and chat over
coffee and a piece of birthday cake. - j: v TS

The Society. has grcewn cver the past few years and it hnas become necessary for us

tc find ancther meeting places TheEC1¢pne11 Room at Chmte House has a limit of

40 persons and we are ~t the limit at every mecting. We are holding our AGM at
our new meeting place - 8t. Mary's Hall, Bastrcp which igs a larger hall with Gocd
facilities including easier parking. Details of how to reach St. Mary's Hall will
be sent with the AGM parers. : -
This advance notice is to ask you please tc reserve the date cf this Celebration
AGM in your diary. '
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