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R Diary,

Wednesday Roman Hompshire Rewsewed’, by Me D Johnston, HFC Archaeological
29th Lpril Section at St Peter's Hall, Pstersfield at 7.30 p.me
Lrmedoy '"The Lron ige nnd Romsn Temple on Hoyling Islond! by Mb A, King
30th Aprii ~+ (lemmell Rocm, Chute House. Pasinstoke at .30 1.
Wednesday The Prehistory of Seuth East Hants', by Mr D. Rudkin,
6th May HFC irchaeclegical Section, lavant Museum at 7.30 m mo
Satuxrday Society excursin to Selborne (gee tuwsade)
16+th Moy meet ot The Wakes' at 2.0 DeM.
Thursday Conscrvaticn in the County Museuqu@zfvide' by MJ’.‘ L ':iohnston,
2ist May Fricads ¢f the 'Willi's Muscum, Willis Museum, Basingstoke at T.30 pon
Thursdey ‘fhe Iron Lge in the Upper Thomes R"?“&L B;I:g;i{(dleg_,.
28th May Clenmell Hocr, Chute House, Basingstcke .30 p.me -

gty ot Sowuiogl (3T e denedimed Lok
Thursday 1The Te-birth of Lcndon's lost roupe to Basingstoke' by Mr R Higgs
18th June F-ends of the Willis Musecum, Willi# Museum, Basingstoke 7.30 pems
Saturday Seeicty Mxcursion bo Salisbury Plain

13th June - details later

STELLA DIXON

It is with great sorrow that we announce the death of our member

Stella Dixon. GChe was a keen and active member of the Society, a hard
worker and her love of Archasclorr wme well kneowr entside the Society.
We shall miss her wer,; auch., ;
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o~ ur lecture this month is by Mr Anthony King of the Institute of Archaeology and

2 joint director of the sxcavations of the temple site about whichle is to speak.

The site has been known for a long time, but not its function: antiquarians in the

last century identified the massive stone circular foundations as an ornamental

pool in the centre of a Roman villa complex! In fact, those foundations supported

a masonxy tower, a known type of Roman~Celtic temple of which the best surviving

example is at Périgueux, Central France where the cylindrical tower still stands

10feet high. The tower was surrounded by a square ambulatory with an imposing entrance.

The quantities of imported stone, very early mosaics painted plaster are closely

paralleled at the Poman palace of Fishborne, just across the water and the site is

thought to be the cult centre for the kingdom of Cogidubnus. Bqually fascinating, °

this prestigious Roman phase has an fron Age predecessor, which closely parallels it

in form and size: from both phases there has been a wealth of temple offerings.

Mr King bas been associated with the site since interest in it was reawakened by a

first class aerial photograph in the drought year 1976, and we look forward to a

fascinating first hand account.

7+30 p.m, Clennell Room, Chute House, Thursday 30th April,
C oo00o0o0 '

The Iron Age in the Upper Thames Region

Many of you will, I am sure, remember that the first kecture of our winter
season was «due to be given by Mr David Miles on this subject, Unfortunately, he was
unable to come at the last minute, but we did mannge to persuade him to come on 28th
Way and have therefore extended our lecture programme by one month. Mr Miles works
<or the Oxfordghire Archasclogical Unit and has had a great deal of experience in the
fieldy particularly with Iron Age Sites. It will be of special interest to all those
who have taken part in excavations alt local Iron Age sites such as Rickstalls Hill}wlxns
Viables, Cowdery's Down (or for those with long memories, at Oakridge, Buckskin or
Common Plantaotion) to compzre & contrast the kind of sites and finds we have in this
area with those which Mr Miles has examined not so very far away. 1t is, always
a pleasure to hear an expert talk about his subject and we look forward to welcoming
Mr Miles on Thursdsy 28th May, 7.30 psms Clennell Room, Chute House, Basingstoke.
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Trip ‘o Selbourne, Saturday 16th May, 1981,

One of the society's activities which has proved popular in recent years lms been
the half day or evening cxcursion to some place fairiy nearby for a 'walkabout tour!:
of the main points of interest, The attraction of & guide with local knowledge and
the company of friends has made these events exiremely pleasurable. This year, the.
venue for the first trip of the season is Selborne, best known as the home of its
most famous inhabitant Gilbert Wnite, the eighteenth century curate and naturalist,
Jountry gentleman and writer of the Natural History of Selbourne, which even after all
/)heSe years still stands as o ‘work of literature and scholarship. The Wakes,
Gilbexrt White's old home, is now open as a museum on the ground flocr, devoted to
him and his work in Selborne, while the upper floor is the Oates Memorial Library
and museum, with exhibits relating to the travels of Frank Oates in Central America
and Africa in the late 19th century and for Captain L.1.%.0ntes, who was amember of -
Scotts ill fated expedition to the South Pole 1910-1912, '

The Sacre garden is also open to visitors, where items of special interest include
White's ha-ha, his brick path and mlon walls with his initials, an old rose garden
and a herb garden. A reconstruction of his bird hide is in the field heyond the
garden, Entry to the museum will be at a specially reduced party rate of 45p for
adults, 15p for children, meeting at the museum for an introductory talk at 2.0 p.m,

- After the museum - and weather permitting, there are several very attractive walks
to choose from, or the village of Selborne with:St Mary's Church with Gilbert Whitels '
tombstone, the 'Plestor' or villase green, +o explore. The climb up the Zig Zag,
conatructed in 1755, up the Hanger of beech trees is a favourite walk, with views to
reward you at the top and there are many paths to choose on the Common. For those
- who do not want to climb, there is the walk through the long and short lytches,’
another very pleasant walk through meadows, by woods and stfms.

There will be leaders for these walks for those who wish to join and who are not sure
of the way,
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co Those who would Like a cup of tea afterwards, there are a number of places,

we suggest that we all meet up at the Bush House Restaurant (tea alone 40p plus scones
and jam 80p, full set tea £1.40p) ond those who would like their tea ready at a certain
time can order in advance by ringing the Secretary (Basingstoke 24263) who will moke ™
a block order if it is required.

' To set the mood for this excursion, Andrew Duckworth has offered to bring along -

to our next lecture a small display of cditions of Gilbert White's Natural History

of Selborne. Andrew is compiling a bibliography of all the editions published since
the book first appeared in 1789. They number in hundreds! We do thank him for this
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Son et Lumiere - St., Michael's Church, 26th April to 9th May

As part of the Basingstoke Festival of Arts, an ambitious Son et Lumiere is being
presented inside the parish church of St. Michael's. This promises to be an exciting
and interesting event. It will be held cach evening at 8 p.m. for two weeks.,

Son et Lumiere at St. Michael's will tell the story of the church from the
earliest days of Christian worship on the site up to 1978 when the parish communion
was televised. Older members of the congregation will be able to re-live some of the
more dramatic and moving cxperiences which this church has known in this century -
the dedication of the Memorial Chapel after the First World War; the fire in 1938
which destroyed the south aisle roof; and the bombing which wrecked the chancel in
1940,

In comparison the preceding centuries had been peaceful, ever since Cromwell's
troops had left the town where they had been billeted during the siege of Basing
Housc. They left the church with all its windows blown out. Gunpowder stored in it, -~
had exploded one night. '

Put the story of St. Michael's is not just of fire and destruction., It is, above
all, the story cf ordinary men and women - the fortunate few who supported the church
with their gzifts and the poer whe voreived its charity: the workmen supplied with
beer when they re-hung the bells and the churchwardens grappling with the problems that
face every generation.

Mickets for this unique occasion will be on sale from early Morch at £1,50 (0.A.P.s
and children £1.00), with a 10% reduction for parties of 12 or more. They can be ob-
tained by postal application to Son et Iumiere, Church Ccttage House, Church Square,
Basingstoke; from members of the St. Michael's congregation and at the Hoymarket
Theatre, Basingstoke.
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Excavations 2t Rockbbumac Roman Villa by H.C.M.S. will take place from Friday 29th

May to Sunday 14th June. The ares below the mosaic in room 1 is to be examined.
Anyone who can help with the work should contact Tim Schadla Hall at the Willis Museum,
Basingstoke, 65902, !

This Society's full day coach excursion to Salisbury Plain, covering 4000 years of
history, Saturday 13th June. Please regdve this date, further details and bocking
forms in the next newsletter.

H.F.C. Archacological Section coach excursion to Rockborne and Cranborne Chase, Satur-
day 4th July, sites include Rockborne Roman villa, barrcws settlements and field

systems on Martin Down, the intersection of the Sarum-Badbury Roman road, with Bokerley
Dyke and Gissage All Saints, where Mr Green will show vigitors his prehistoric collection
and give a demonstration of flint knapping. Coach lcaves Basingstoke 9.30 a.m. cost

£3, H.F,C. members shculd send booking forms to Miss A. Robinson, King Alfred's College
Winchester., Society members who wish to go should ring the Secretary, Basingstoke 24263,

Local History Workshop: A summer school organised by the WEA from Saturday 29th August
to Saturday 5th September at La Sninte Unicn College of Higher Education, the Avenue
Southampton. This is o residential course aimed at providing students with a good
grounding in the methods and techniquies of studying local higtory. 4L wide range of
sources and methods of interpretation will be explored, both via documents and in the
field, Cost - £118 all inclusive, For further details plense contact the Secretary.

Sociecty Barn Dance, Friday 23rd October, Last year's barndance was such an enjoyable
occasion the committee have been asked to organise another one. TPlease make & note
of this in vour diaries, Numbers are limited to 120, so please order your tickets



