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WICHARD JEFYURIES, VIFWIR AND VISIONARY
For a little over a century Richard Jefferies has been known as an authority on
rural life, Although he is widely quoted by other and rerhaps more successful
writers,; people who read Jefferies at first hand are often amezed at the scope of
hig work, and the tremendous enthusiasm ond scnse of involvement he brings with it,

Born in 1848, he grew up on a small form near Swindon in Wiltshire during a time
of profound rural change. As a youth he had spells of bad health and for some
years, apart from odd jobs as reporter on the loecal newspoper, aid little except
rotter about with a gun or hob nob with the local folk. He became lonely, and
friction at home led to his spending longer and longer outdoors - or shut in his
attic room trying to write novels. Recognition came suddenly, and from an un-
expected quarter, with the publication by The Times of an article on the
Agricultural Labourer,

There followed a stream of articles ond books on every aspect of rural life, ond
having found his style, it was as if the flocd gotes had been opened. He wrote
about all the things which hud absorbed him during the lonely years, the labourers,
their families, the squire, poaching, the workhouse, farm machines, the flowcrs, .
birds, the weather, the stars - about everything in his experience,

But he didn't stop there; he went on to try and write about the beauty and
wonder of the natural scenc, and of life itself and perhaps - for some people - he
attempted too much,  Opening Jefferies! books for the first time, many people are
enbrrrassed at the unrestrained fervour ~nd nre put off for life. = Others might
find & catharsis in secing put into words what they'd always thought inexpressible.
For a few, this is the great arneal of Jefferies, but for the majority Jefferies'
grontest legrey must be his chronicles of a gociety and ways of life which were
soon to be extinct. There is interest, and comfort too, in seceking one's 'roots!
mnd, remote thouzgh these labourcrs and squires moy scem to our generation, they
were known by people living today.

It is impossible in an hour's talk to do justice to Jefferies, but a few of his
comments and obscrvations on o variety of subjects e.g. the lceal scene, the people,
cusvons, occupations, recreation and departures con be quoted,

Mork Daniel

lark Daniel's lecture will be ziven in Chute House on Thursday 27th March at 7o 30pm
Un this occasion we will be joined by members of the Willis Historical Society and
the Basingstoke Industrial Archaeology Group,

FOOD, FORUM AND FUN 11th April, 1980

A legt reminder to order your tickets please from Alan Roach at 1 Thrush Close,
mpshott, Do come along and bring your friends, the more the merrier. It would
be o great help if the monecy and ticket stubbs from sold draw tickets could be
handed in before the event to facilitate the folding of tickets. We would also be .
grateful to rceceive small additionnl prizes for the prize draw to prolong the
excitement of this item of the evening's m»rograrnme, We would alsc be glad to
receive your written questions for the forun, befcrehand.,

ACUSE FISTORY IN HAMPSHIRE

A one day symposium, orgonised by the Hompshire Field Club Local History Section,
is being held at the Adult Education Centre, Solthampton University, on Saturdoy
26th April, on the study of house history. Tw¢ membors of the Hompshire Record
Office will discuss the kind of decunentary scurces available, ond this will be
follovwed by three researchers describing their verk in Llton, Breamorc and Rockbourne
snyone wanting to 2ttend this conference, pleasc contact the Secretary so that we
can moke a block booking and crganise transport sharing,




Alice Holt Pottery Washing

Malcolnm Lyne will be returning to the Willis Museum annexe on Saturday mornings
to resume washing the pottery he has excavated from the Roman pottery kiln in Alice
Holt Forest, He will be there every Saturday until further nctice (except 29th
Morch, 19th April and 10th May) and will welcome any help which can be given hin,
This is an ideal way tc learn about Roman greywarcs, as the moterial from each
layer is washed, marked and sorted, and the sequence of closely dated pottery goes
back almost without a break to the mid first century A.D, Malcelnm's corpus of
alice Holt pottery is now published by the C.B.A., Itesearch Repcrt No. 30, priced
£8,50p. Another experimental kiln firing is planned for the second weekend in
July. The kiln to be repxoduced is of an earlier type than the last firing, and
ig different in several ways., The firing should provide a most interesting excur=
sion and @ graphic illustration of industrial practice in Roman tines,

ELCAVATIONS AT COWDERY'S DOWN

Mortin Millet has published the following note about his forth coning excavations
at Cowdery's Down, Help at weekends will be nceded to augnent the full time tean.
All inexperienced diggers in the society, please remember the training dig orgonised
at Baster for you so that you can join Martin and his team with confidence and
provide scme really useful help. If you wish to join the training dig at Viables,
telephone Peter Heath on Basingstoke 27713,

"5AXON SETTLEMENT AT COWDERY'S DOWH, BASINGSTOKE

"Excavations on behalf of the Hampshire County Museum Service will continue on
the site from 14th June to 6th July 1980 under the direction of Martin Millett,
Work will concentrate on the completion of the cxcavation of Saxon halls and
associnted boundarieg, with 2dditional work on field bcundnaries and features of -
other periods.

"Volunteers are required for the whole of the period, Subsistence will be
paid, 2nd accommodation provided, Treference will be given to those who can stay
= 9 i = . b- A
for the whole excavation, and those with cxperience on this type of site.

"Further details, and application forms, can be obtoined from Mortin Milletd,

: Merton College,

Oxford OX1 4JD

Plecse send o stoamped addressed fcolscap envelope. Applications will not be con-
sidered after 5th May 1980.%

Any menber of this Society who has neither the time nor the inclination to work
full time may go along for occasicnal days and half days as the fancy takes them.

D/ TES FOR YOUR DIARY

e

More details of these events to follow in subsequent ncwsletters
Thursday 29th May : Evening Excursion to Udihom

Saturday 14th June to
Sunday 6th July Bxcavations at Cowdery's Down, Basing

Saturday 28th June : L coach trip to St. albans

Thursday 3rd July The Jdociety's Annual General meeting, 7.30p.m. Chute
House,

Saturday 5th July
Saturday 19th July Excavations et Basing House, Basing.



