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Editor’s Letter
Belated Happy New Year! 2022 promises to be a busy year for BAHS. A
date has been set for the 50th Anniversary Conference, and several Society
outings are in the offing, including a trip to the British Museum’s highly
anticipated World of Stonehenge exhibition.
Also in this edition, we take a look at Chloe Rowland’s star find: a rare
seventeenth century chevron bead from Murano, Venice. We move forward
a century for our next article, where Bob Clarke explores the violent lives
and gruesome deaths of highwaymen in and around of Basingstoke.
Evidence suggests the origins of Harrow Way stretch much further back
in time, possibly to the Neolithic. In November, Annabel Stowe organised
a walk for BAHS members along this ancient trackway to celebrate the
publication of her latest book ‘A Harrowing We Shall Go’ and there’s a
round-up of our very enjoyable and informative day on page 11.
Just as archaeology can be invaluable in helping us to understand past
lives and beliefs, (see Peter Stone’s article on page 15), so too can art. In our
next report, Colin Williams highlights the remarkable twentieth century
artist George Bissill who began life as a Derbyshire miner, going down the
pit aged 13, before spending his final years painting in rural Hampshire.
And finally, we tend to think the women’s suffrage movement began in
the early 20th century but as Roger Ottewill explains on page 18, there were
earlier milestones, including the Municipal Franchise Act of 1869.
Penny Ingham
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From Nero To Cromwell, And Beyond
50 years of discovery in North East Hampshire
We shall be holding a
conference to celebrate our 50th
anniversary on Saturday 2nd July
at
the
Sherfield
Park
Community
Centre.
The
conference will take place in the
morning and will be followed by
a lunch and some celebrations
which will involve bubbly drinks
and a rather special cake.
We have 3 speakers who have
agreed to take part:
Professor Mike Fulford - “Silchester: Reflections on the last 50 years”
David Hopkins, (Hampshire County Archaeologist) - “People and
Place: The story of Basingstoke’s archaeology”
Alan Turton (author and military historian) – “Hunting the Golden
Calf: 375 years of treasure hunting and archaeology at Basing House”
At some point during the proceedings we will also be launching the digital
archive of our newsletters.
For BAHS members, entry to the conference and lunch will be FREE but
you will need to apply for a ticket using the form provided with this
newsletter so that we know numbers and dietary preferences for catering.
The cost to non-members and members’ guests will be £20.
Technically speaking, the conference is a year late, but we hope that the
event will go some way to making up for the lack of opportunity to spend
time together over the last couple of years. Please spread the word and tell
your friends. Please note that the non-member tickets for the conference
will include a year’s free membership and a digital copy of the newsletter.
In common with other similar organisations, our membership levels have
dipped through the pandemic years and this is one tactic to get us back to
where we were.
Mark Peryer
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BAHS OUTINGS FOR 2022
‘World of Stonehenge’ Exhibition at the British Museum
May 2022
Our first outing is linked to the theme of our May lecture by Dr Neil Wilkin
of the British Museum. Neil will be talking on the topic of ‘The World of
Stonehenge’ and has been responsible for curating this exhibition which
runs from February to July. We are sure his talk will inspire us to visit the
BM and see for ourselves the wonderful artefacts on display including the
amazing Nebra sky disc on loan from Halle in Germany, representing the
oldest surviving map of the stars in the world. More details can be found
at https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/world-stonehenge.

The Nebra Sky Disc

The BM stipulates a maximum of eight people per party (large tour groups
are not permitted), so we suggest that we form groups of eight (or less) and
make our own arrangements. The idea is to visit the BM over the weekend
of Friday 13th May to Sunday 15th May. If you are interested, please contact
Ginny Pringle, ginny@powntleycopse.co.uk. The exhibition is self-guided
and as the outings directly follow Neil’s lecture of the 12th May we should
have plenty of information.
4

Hampshire Country Churches – Autumn 2022
Continuing our informal series of outings to Hampshire country churches
we are proposing a trip to Stoke Charity, just beyond Micheldever. Here is
the Church of St Mary & St Michael, with part Saxon and later Norman
architecture in a delightful setting. The church claims the biggest collection
of monuments in any Hampshire country church (according to Pevsner!).
After coffee, we will head to the church at Headbourne Worthy, in
another lovely position, to see the Saxon rood, damaged but still impressive.
After lunch, for those still interested we will have a look at Easton with
unexpectedly rich features and/or Martyr Worthy which has the earliest
headstone in its churchyard. If you are interested in this trip being planned
for early autumn please contact Mary Oliver, mary.oliver@talktalk.net. The
exact date will be advised once we have an indication of expressions of
interest and the availability of churches.

Church of St Mary & St Michael, Stoke Charity
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STAR FIND
The University of Plymouth and
Plymouth Archaeological Society are
currently excavating at Commercial
Wharf in - you guessed it - Plymouth.
This was the site of the city’s first naval
supply yard, used for nearly 200 years to
supply the Navy with bread, biscuits and
beef.
The dig has uncovered evidence of
pottery, glassware and other rare items
from the seventeenth century. But the
star find so far is one half of a glass bead,
believed to have been made on the Island
of Murano in the Venice Lagoon.

Also known as a Chevron or
Rosetta
bead,
complete
seventeenth century examples
can be found in museums around
the world such as the Corning
Museum of Glass in New York.
The bead was discovered by
Chloe Rowland, who many of
you will recognise as she
regularly digs with BAHS.
Look out for the next “Digging
For Britain” TV series, where
Chloe will be discussing her star
find with Dr Alice Roberts.
6

Highwaymen in and around Basingstoke
Bob Clarke
The area around Basingstoke provided rich pickings for highwaymen.
Basingstoke was an important staging point on the Western Post Road as
well as being a significant market town where it was possible to see who was
likely to be leaving the town with money. Highwaymen also benefitted from
the fact that the town was surrounded by copses and woods from which to
spring an ambush, and steep hills that coaches and horses could only climb
at walking pace.
Sometime in late 1724, three highway robbers visited Basingstoke
market. They saw which farmers were making most money, and found out
where their farms were. Having decided where their best returns would be,
they left the market towards nightfall and hid themselves in a wood by a
narrow lane near Ellisfield (possibly at White Hill just south of Ellisfield) to
lie in wait for the farmers to return home. There they robbed several farmers
and tied them up to prevent them warning others. One of the robbers told
the farmers they were waiting to rob the fat farmer with the grey horse. One
of the farmers replied that he would not be easily robbed. So when the fat
farmer came into view, instead of telling him to “stand and deliver”, they
fired at him without warning. Despite apparently being a large target, they
narrowly missed him, and he got away.
The three robbers were the brothers George and Richard Cutler, who
also used the surname Miller, and John Winter. They were responsible for
a number of highway robberies in the south of the county. One report said
that the Cutlers, “belong’d to a Gang that had been guilty of several
Murders. They had lived by the Highway many Years”.
On the night of 29 January 1725, Peter Clewer, a yeoman farmer from
Row Ash in the village of Shedfield, was returning home through Waltham
Chase from the Friday market at Bishops Waltham with two other farmers
when they were attacked by the Cutlers and John Winter. The robbers
pulled the farmers off their horses, but Peter Clewer fought back and was
getting the better against his assailant, who was almost certainly George
Cutler. Cutler cried, “Kill him”. The other two robbers let go of their prey
and came to Culter’s assistance. John Winter shot Peter Clewer dead. In the
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confusion, the other two farmers took advantage of their freedom, mounted
their horses and sped away.
On 10 November 1725 the robbers did a stupid thing. They returned to
Basingstoke to seek out potential victims at the Wednesday market
expecting not to be recognised. But, as was almost inevitable, one of the
farmers they had robbed near Ellisfield did recognise them. He organised a
posse to secure them.
The accounts for the Basingstoke Overseers of the Poor for 1725
contain the usual records of regular cash payments to poor parishioners;
payments to third parties supplying clothes, shoes and medical assistance to
those in need and coffins and shrouds for those no longer in need; small
payments to seamen passing through the town; a payment to Ralph Levy
for carrying a “Great Belly’d Woman” out of town; and a shilling paid to
John Farly for “whipping a Woman and having her out of Town”. They
also include the following payments to various townspeople for guarding
the highwaymen and escorting them to Winchester Gaol:
Tho. Ingram for 2 Horses to Winton with ye Highwaymen 5s.
Mr Davis 1 Horse to Winton 2s 6d.
Mr Ford goeing [sic] to Winton & Charges for ye Highwaymen £2 7s.
David Bunce for eating and drinking 2 Jurnyes [sic] to Winton
Highwaymen £1 2s.
Edward Eastman for Eating Drink 1 Jurney [sic] to Winton Highwaymen
17s 2d.
Giles Ingram for Eating and Drink on Account of Highwaymen 7s.
Robert Ricketts for 1 Horse to Winton on the same Account 2s 6d.
John Dent, William Budd, William Bidle for watching Highwaymen 2s 6d.
James Cook, John Adams, Andrew Adams, Tho. Cook, Robert Whip,
John Dent, Wm Brown Watching Highwaymen 7s.
Perkins for 1 Horse to Winton Highwaymen 2s 6d.
At the Winchester Assizes held in the last week of February 1726, the
three were sentenced to death and on Friday 11 March 1726 John Winter
and George Cutler were executed “before several Thousands of Spectators”
and hung in chains at a gibbet that was erected in Waltham Chase near
where they murdered Peter Clewer. Richard Cutler was hanged the
following day with three others at Gallows Hill in Winchester.
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Another example of highwaymen hanging around Basingstoke searching
for prey happened in 1752. On Sunday 22 October 1752 at about nine
o’clock in the morning, two highwaymen attacked a Mr Leech, who was on
his way to London, near Hartley Wintney. They robbed him of a cloth bag
that contained a guinea and eleven moidores (a moidore was a Portuguese
gold coin which was then worth 27 shillings) with which they made off
towards Basingstoke. Mr Leech had received the money on the Saturday
evening from a shop in Basingstoke where he remembered seeing the two
fellows coming into the shop to change a guinea.
At the Wednesday Market on 25 November 1772, Daniel Chase, a
farmer from Sherfield on Loddon, received a large amount of money. This
didn’t go unnoticed. On his way home he was attacked by the brothers
Robert and Thomas Arlett and their brother-in-law. Robert Arlett knocked
him down and threatened to murder him if he made any resistance and took
£27 8s from him. The following day the brother-in-law was apprehended
and in order to avoid punishment, admitted that he was present at the
robbery and turned King’s Evidence against the two Arletts. They were
soon captured and sent to Winchester Jail. At the Winchester assizes the
brothers were found guilty of highway robbery and sentenced to death.
Thomas Arlett was later reprieved for transportation. Robert Arlett was
hanged at Winchester on 20 March 1773.
Before the main road to London was diverted across Hook Common in
the 1780s, it passed through Newnham. The steep slope of Crown Lane
made it an ideal spot for highwaymen to ambush their victims. Early in the
morning of 17 October 1728 three highwaymen, two with long guns and
one with a long stick, robbed several coaches coming from the west at
“Newnham Hill”. They took £8 14s from the passengers in the Exeter
Coach.
In November 1747 a “well-mounted highwayman” robbed a draper of
four guineas “on the Hills between Basingstoke and Newnham” as he was
returning to London from Andover, and two highwaymen robbed a Quaker
on “Newnham-Hill” in November 1750. It is not known how many other
robberies took place on that spot that were never reported in the
newspapers.
Other examples of highwaymen operating near Basingstoke included the
person who robbed the post boy carrying the Western Mail on the hill
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leading from Clerken Green towards Basingstoke. The Post Office offered
a reward of £200 for his capture in December 1748. There was also the
highwayman who was known by his polite demeanour as “Civil John”.
When he robbed the Taunton Stage Coach in Popham Lane in 1754 he
returned the money he took from a female passenger, “she assuring him
‘twas her all”. He also gave the coachman half a crown.
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“A HARROWING WE SHALL GO”
In November 2021, BAHS member Annabel Stowe published her latest
book, A Harrowing We Shall Go, which aims to encourage both ramblers
and armchair ramblers to explore the historic and archaeological landscape
that lies all around them. The book features eight circular walks across
north-west Hampshire tracing the Harrow Way’s long history. Each walk
focusses on a different historical period, from the Palaeolithic to the post
Medieval era. To celebrate the book’s publication, Annabel gave an open
invite to all Society members to join her on a featured walk.

On Monday 8th November, eight of us took up the challenge to become
Harrow Wayfarers for a day. And what a great day it was! Annabel was a
marvellous guide - knowledgeable, enthusiastic and fun. The walk began in
the ancient town of Overton, where we learnt that in AD909, Uferantun was
given by Edward the Elder to the Bishop of Winchester, and by 1086 it
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boasted four mills and two churches, according to the Domesday Book.
Next, our walk took us past Silk Mill Lane, and the site of a silk mill
demolished in 1848 and rebuilt at Whitchurch, which is now open to the
public. Details on their website: (https://whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk)
We paused for a while on the banks of the River Test to appreciate its
tranquil beauty, before turning north and climbing up to the Harrow Way,
where we stopped to eat our packed lunches surrounded by ancient
woodland. The Harrow Way runs east-west across southern England, from
the chalk cliffs of Kent to the chalk cliffs of south Devon. North of Overton
and Whitchurch, it is an unspoilt green lane, perhaps unchanged for
millennia. On the day we visited, it was so peaceful and atmospheric it was
easy to imagine we were treading in the footsteps of Bronze Age traders
who would have used the
ridgeways for the longdistance transportation of
precious tin.
Moving forward through
time, we were intrigued by
the small chapel near
Quidhampton, now part of
farm
buildings
and
surrounded by chickens.
The simplicity of the detail
suggests an early date,
possibly the end of the eleventh century. The obedientiary rolls of St.
Swithun’s state that the chaplain in the fourteenth century received
sometimes £1 10s. 4d. a year, and at other times £1 4s. only. The clerk
received 3s. or 4s. a year, while the expense of wax ranged from 1s. 1d. to
2s. 4d. a year. The chapel books were bound at a cost of 5s. and a bell was
bought for 3d. in 1319. 3s. 4d. was spent on the chancel in 1438, while the
total sum spent in repairing the chapel in 1515 was £6 16s. 4d.
Taking a detour to find the source of the river Test, we walked along the
same muddy tracks Jane Austen would have used to visit Tom Lefroy during
his stay in Ashe in December 1795.
As our walk drew to a close, we crossed a wind-swept stubble field with
views towards the Overton paper mill near Quidhampton which has been
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making the world’s bank notes for over 300 years. (Disappointingly, this
isn’t where we get the slang ‘quid’ from. Apparently, Quidhampton
translates as ‘muddy farm’ in Old English.) It was in this stubble field that
Annabel had one final treat for us: a spot of impromptu field walking. The
area was strewn with CBM, probably Roman. A new villa site just waiting
to be discovered?
A Harrowing We Shall Go by Annabel Stow is
priced at £13.50 (£10.50 + £3 P&P)
If you would like a copy, please email
annabel.stowe@btinternet.com
Acknowledgements: Thank you to Nicola Turton
for providing the information on the Norman
chapel at Quidhampton for this article.
Penny Ingham

George Bissill
‘From the Pits to Paris’ to Ashmansworth
Colin Williams
George Bissill was to become an artist of
some significance but his early years were
spent in the mining village of Langley Mill,
Derbyshire where in 1909, aged 13,
unsurprisingly, he went down the pit.
However, as an indicator of what was to
come, his schooldays had showed him to
possess artistic talent. He took his experience
as a miner into his Great War army service: he
was a sapper laying mines under enemy lines.
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After being injured in a roof fall and later gassed, in 1918 he was invalided
out.
Cosmopolitan Life
On leaving the army he became a postman but in his leisure time developed
his artistic talent exhibiting pictures of mining life at the nearby Ilkeston
Arts Club, selling the occasional piece. This encouraged him to chance
moving to London where he worked with chalks as a pavement artist; his
talent was noticed and 1925 he had an exhibition of his work at a newly
established gallery. This resulted in an art collector with a reputation in the
ballet world taking George to Paris where he painted ballet dancers –
studying their bodies at work just as had with his miner subjects.
Country Life
George was to continue to be successful in the London art scene but into
the 1930s he seems to have become disenchanted with that world and
perhaps its inhabitants; he was a strong socialist so this may have been a
factor. Seeking a return to a more natural world he moved to the hamlet of
Coln Rogers, Glos., taking the local landscapes as his subjects. Next, after
returning briefly to London, he moved in 1934 to the Old Malt House at
Ibthorpe, near Hurstbourne Tarrant. From there he married Gladys Swan,
a dress maker from Brixton.
Ashmansworth, Hampshire
In 1935 they moved to a house called Four Ashes in Ashmansworth, where
they were joined by Gladys’ sister and her mother. [An aside: What can these
Brixton ladies have made of Ashmansworth, a small, remote Hampshire ‘hamlet’, with
Four Ashes located at a distance from most of the other properties. However, at that time
the Plough public house was still in being.] George was to remain there painting
local scenes and working as a dealer and restorer till his death in 1973. At
Ashmansworth today, Four Ashes remains; a private residence but
unnamed. There is nothing in the church or graveyard regarding George.
George Bissill’s Legacy:
His works are in the Manchester Art Gallery, and the Tate:
George Bissill 1896–1973 | Tate
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You can also view them online: Last year, ‘From the Pits to Paris’ ran at the
Erewash Museum, Ilkeston: From the Pits to Paris: George Bissill
Derbyshire’s Forgotten Pitman Painter. | Mining Heritage
In December 2021, Mallams auctioned a cache of Bissill’s paintings,
drawing and prints. They belonged to Kate Pattinson, whose father, Arthur
Smith was left the contents of the artist’s home and studio in
Ashmansworth:
George Bissill Artworks Auctioned by Mallams - Arts & Collections
(artsandcollections.com)
Source: ‘George Bissill Life and Art’ by Kate Pattinson.

Belief and Ritual in Roman Britain
- and Ronaldo's Right Foot
Peter Stone
Until Constantine raised the status of Christianity it seems that the Romans,
either in Britain or anywhere else, never tried to introduce a state religion
and as the empire expanded local gods were absorbed into the Roman
pantheon. Subject peoples were however required to accept the imperial
cult, which caused problems with Jews and Christians, but otherwise they
could continue with traditional worship and even 'adopt' Roman gods such
as Mars and Minerva and merge their powers with those of local deities. As
in local society newcomers could be made welcome and their customs
adopted perhaps with some modification. So it is not surprising that, with
increased stability and prosperity accompanied by the introduction of
classical architecture and building techniques, sacred sites were enhanced
post-conquest.
This interesting aspect of Roman rule was well illustrated [this past
autumn] in an excellent on-line lecture series entitled 'Belief and Ritual in
Roman Britain' given by Hampshire Field Club Archaeology Section in lieu
of its Annual Conference.
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Professors Tony King (Winchester University) and Will Bowden (University
of Nottingham) described the sites of temples at Hayling Island, Caistor by
Norwich and in the Meon Valley.
All three locations have yielded evidence of occupation over a long
period of time and appear to be associated with landscape features. A wide
range of votive deposits, which include quality glassware, described by the
Roman glass specialist Denise Allen, and fragments of dea nutrix statuettes
provide no firm indication of any kind of religious or ritual conformity.
The earlier importance of Hayling Island as a sacred place isolated from
the mainland is evidenced by an Iron Age shrine along with offerings which
preceded the construction of the massive Romano-British temple.
The town of Caistor by Norwich has no Iron Age precursor and was
probably founded because the surrounding landscape, which contains many
pre-historic burial mounds, was considered a sacred area in local tradition.
It lies close to the River Tas and is small for a Romano-British settlement
but contains two temples at its centre and there is a large bath house. A
roadway ran to a third larger temple, constructed on higher ground about
half a mile away and perhaps significantly to the north-east.
The unusual site which lies in the Meon Valley has not lent itself to easy
interpretation. The discovery of an aisled hall first led to the conclusion that
a villa location may have been found but later excavations have revealed a
hexagonal building with what appears to be an Iron Age mare and foal burial
at its centre. Understanding is further complicated by what may be the
foundations of an adjacent bath house. A villa has yet to be discovered and
present opinion favours a religious or cult site associated with the river. (For
more details, see Mary Oliver’s article in BAHS newsletter 233 (November
2020) and also Kay Ainsworth’s report and photos in 234 (February 2021.)
Pagan gods took human form and 'lived' at sacred sites like these.
Individuals could seek their help to fulfil wishes and to remedy misfortune
in return for a reward in the form of a votive offering. As one authority (see
footnote below) puts it, their '….[deep involvement] in local festivals and
rituals [made them] in many ways.....more like fellow-citizens....'
They could be also be asked to exact revenge as is made clear from curse
tablets. Examples from Silchester and the Hamble Estuary were shown by
Professor Roger Tomlin whose presentation highlighted the difficulties of
reading and translating scratch marks on fragments of pewter and lead.
16

But belief and ritual were not entirely localised. Soldiers, merchants and
administrators, unlike the vast majority of the population, were not rooted
to one particular place and it seems that their need for a religion was met by
the ancient Iranian cult of Mithras which emphasised loyalty and fulfilment
of mutual obligations – hence although it was encouraged by emperors,
'class exclusiveness' seems to explain why it did not become the state
religion. Sanctuaries, usually subterranean, are broadly similar across the
empire and can be found in urban or rural locations. The remains of one
found in the City of London in 1954 has recently been reconstructed at the
Bloomberg Building and was the subject of the talk given by Sophie Jackson
of MOLA.
The arcane ritual of the cult centred on the blood sacrifice by Mithras of
the bull in the presence of the serpent and the scorpion. No attempt to
describe it will be made here although for those interested a detailed
presentation of what is known can be found at:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mithraism
In conclusion, and on a lighter note, it is worth considering that strange
rituals prevail today among an identifiable social class that is also not rooted
to one location. Professional footballers are notoriously superstitious and
many resort to ritual to ward off the many misfortunes that are likely to
occur on the field. Some truly bizarre individual examples have recently
been summarised by 'The Sun' newspaper. Ronaldo for instance makes sure
that he is last out of the tunnel and places his right foot on the turf first
before jumping high into the air. If nothing else that should at least give
some comfort to his opponents - he might have chosen to ask Mithras for
the services of the scorpion.
FOOTNOTE:
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/5064689/football-superstitions-messironaldo-terry/ can provide you with further entertainment.
But for a serious read, 'The Religious History of the Roman Empire' by
John North is highly recommended:
https://oxfordre.com/religion/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199340378.0
01.0001/acrefore-9780199340378-e-114 .
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When a Few Women First had the Vote:
The Municipal Election of 1869
Roger Ottewill
This is the third of four articles about notable municipal elections in Basingstoke. The
first two, about the election upset of 1890 and the ‘non-election’ of 1876, were published
in the May and August 2021 newsletters.
In many historical accounts of the campaign for women’s suffrage, most
attention is given, not surprisingly, to the Representation of the People’s
Acts of 1918 and 1928. However, in so doing there is a danger of
overlooking one of the milestones in the journey towards women having
the same voting rights as men, namely the Municipal Franchise Act of 1869.1
Although, under the provisions of this Act, only a handful of women
secured the right to vote and it applied only to municipal elections,
symbolically it was an important step forward.
To vote in municipal elections it was necessary to be a burgess. In
extending the qualifications for being on the burgess roll, the 1869 Act,
most radically, held that words referring to ‘the masculine gender’ also
applied to women, who were ‘heads of households’.2 As well as the addition
of appropriately qualified women, the Act resulted in a modest increase in
the number of males on Basingstoke’s burgess roll, with the total increasing
from 592 in 1868 to 727 in 1869. Of these just over 90 (or approximately
12%) were women. Two examples were Miss Jane Curtis, the postmistress

1

This point is made by Terry Firth in ‘A Short Look at the Women’s Suffrage
Campaign in the Basingstoke Area 1853-1919’, Basingstoke Archaeological and
Historical Society Newsletter 224, August 2018, 13-7 at 13.
2

In a subsequent court case R v Harrald 1872, it was determined that married women
did not have the right to vote in municipal elections since ‘by the common law, a
married woman’s status was so entirely merged in that of her husband that she was
incapable of exercising almost all public functions’. Thus the franchise was restricted
to, appropriately qualified, unmarried women (including widows) and this remained
the position until 1894.

18

(see Figure 1) and Mrs Sarah Ann Basing, the widowed landlady of the
Junction Inn (see Figure 2). 3

Left: Figure 1. Miss
Curtis, Postmistress
Below: Figure 2.
The Junction Inn at the
end of the nineteenth
century (courtesy of
Alastair Blair)

3

At the time of the 1871 census Jane Curtis was aged 39 and Sarah Basing, 61. Their
names can be found in the Basingstoke Burgess Roll Book covering the period 1865
to 1874, which is available at the Hampshire Record Office Ref: 148M71/1/2/1/12.
For some further examples, have a look at my Hampshire Archives and Local Studies
blog of 19 June 2021, ‘Basingstoke’s First Female Burgesses’, at
https://hampshirearchivesandlocalstudies.wordpress.com/
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1869 and all that
As well as being the first election in which women could vote, 1869 proved
to be an intensely fought contest. Indeed, at one stage there were no less
than twelve potential candidates to fill the vacancy caused by the decision
of one of the sitting councillors, John Burton, a brewer, to retire unlike the
other three: John Fencott, a coachmaker, James Moody, a cabinet maker,
and William Forder Smith, a baker, who all sought re-election. In the event
only three potential newcomers stood but a number who did not stand were
destined to play a part in municipal politics in the years to come (e.g.
Thomas Moore, of Viables Farm, and Thomas Burberry, the clothing
manufacturer).4 Of the new candidates, Richard Knight, a watchmaker, ‘was
first in the field’. The other two were Alfred Tyrrell, a grocer, and Philip
Hobbs, an engineer and ironfounder. As it had been a few years earlier, the
election cry was “Drainage or no drainage”.5
In the circumstances, it was appropriate that, as the Hampshire Chronicle
put it, ‘several of the newly constituted lady burgesses exercised their lately
acquired privilege by recording their votes during the day, and the very first
vote taken on the opening of the poll was that of a lady.’6 Throughout the
morning ‘the proceedings were orderly [with] there being very little evidence
of a municipal contest going on’.7 Indeed, until about 2 o’clock, the election
was conducted ‘with the greatest good humour’. Thereafter, however, the
mood changed and there was a considerable amount of disruptive behaviour
on the part of:
A number of boys and idle scamps, ever ready to avail themselves of any
pretext for indulging their propensity for mischief, [who] congregated
together and furnished themselves with a supply of soot, red ochre, flour
and other disagreeable missiles, with which they pelted not only one
another, but at last got to such a disgraceful pitch that they molested
everybody who came in their way irrespective of station, age or sex. Several
ladies and gentlemen passing through the town were shamefully treated, and
4

Moore was a councillor from 1870 to 1877 and alderman from 1877 to 1881.
Burberry was an unsuccessful candidate in 1881.
5
Hampshire Chronicle, 6 November 1869.
6
Hampshire Chronicle, 6 November 1869.
7
Reading Mercury, 6 November 1869.
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the conduct of the roughs at last assumed almost the character of a riot.
Windows were broken, and other lawless and disgraceful conduct was
carried on for some time without let or hindrance …8
In its columns the Reading Mercury stated that the mob had ‘visited several
shops and demanded beer or money’ and when refused caused considerable
damage, with ‘the police … arrest[ing] one or two of the ring-leaders.’9
While the Hampshire Advertiser chose to stress that ‘even some ladies’ were
pelted with soot, flour and other items.10
Although such behaviour was not unprecedented, it is unknown whether
it served as a deterrent with the result that some women (and possibly some
men) failed to cast their votes. In the event, approximately 450, or 64 per
cent of those eligible did so.
The Results
On this occasion, the three sitting councillors comfortably held their seats
and were joined by Richard Knight. As can be seen in the table, the two
challengers who supported the drainage scheme were soundly beaten.
Name
William F.
Smith*
John
Fencott*
James
Moody*
Richard
Knight
Alfred
Tyrrell
Philip
Hobbs

Note
a

Votes
380

Outcome
Elected

a

360

Elected

a

319

Elected

a

283

Elected

b

114

Not elected

b

74

Not elected

8

Hampshire Chronicle, 6 November 1869.
Reading Mercury, 6 November 1869.
10
Hampshire Advertiser, 6 November 1869.
9
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Notes for table:
a. Opposed to drainage scheme
b. Supported drainage scheme
The results clearly confirmed that the anti-drainage opinions proved to be
‘the most popular amongst a very large majority of the burgesses.’11 They
were undoubtedly deterred by an anticipated impact on the rates of a costly
drainage scheme notwithstanding its likely health benefits.
Although this election was held before the introduction of the secret ballot
in 1872, unfortunately no record of how individual burgesses voted, in the
form of a poll book, has survived. Consequently, it is not possible to
determine how many female burgesses exercised their right to vote and to
see if their pattern of voting was the same as that for men. Moreover, their
views on the experience of voting for the first time and the drainage issue
are unknown.12
Postscript
It was not until 1907 that women could formally stand as candidates in
municipal elections. In Basingstoke, the first female candidate was Mrs
Edith Alice Weston in November 1920. She stood for the Labour Party at
a by-election and was soundly beaten. The first successful female candidate
was Mrs Sylvia Hoare, a Conservative, in 1924.
11

Hampshire Chronicle, 6 November 1869.

12

If anyone has a family heirloom which can shed further light on this
subject the author would be very pleased to hear from them. My email
address is rogerottewill@btinternet.com.
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YAC UPDATE
Happy New Year to you all. November saw the YACsters enjoy a step back
in time to the Anglo Saxon period. We were lucky enough to be joined by
Penny Ingham who, dressed as a lady from the time, brilliantly explained
what it was like to be an Anglo Saxon woman.
The children took part in a round robin of activities including threshing
and grinding wheat, writing in runes and making up riddles to tell by
firelight. The whole event was hugely enjoyable and our thanks go out to
Penny I for giving up her time and knowledge to help us.
Sadly though, we have now made the difficult decision to suspend 'live'
meetings and revert back to zoom for at least the next 2 months. This
means that our scheduled finds processing session at Oakley Village Hall,
and Alan Turton's Tudor session have both had to be put temporarily on
hold. Although Alan has agreed to kick off season six for us in September
– ‘Hussar!’ I hear you cry!
So instead, we will be running a double session on Lidar and aerial
photography, following off the back of our recent training from Stuart
Ainsworth/YAC 'Our place in time' project. I have just completed the first
session and can report that it was very well received by the children. My
thanks go out to David Hopkins for sitting in and helping out with lidar
interpretation and for offering his great knowledge when my brain ran dry!
Our membership is continuing to be very strong and as one space
becomes available, we are happy to invite a new member to the group. This
will leave our current waiting list at a healthy 19!
We are still incredibly short of volunteer helpers; however, we would now
like to welcome James to the team. James was one of our original YACsters
who has now timed out having reached the ripe old age of 16. Luckily, he
has decided to continue his archaeological journey by enrolling as a
volunteer! Result! Thanks as always to Paul Cater for keeping our accounts
in order and also to Carla for her support at sessions.
P.S. If you would like to explore the fascinating world of Lidar for
yourselves, you may find the following websites of use:
Houseprices (England and Wales)
https://houseprices.io/lab/lidar/map
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National Library of Scotland
Explore single map
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=5&lat=56.00000&lon=4.00000&layers=1&b=1
Explore 2 maps side by side
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-byside/#zoom=5&lat=56.00000&lon=4.00000&layers=1&right=ESRIWorld
I am happy to organise a quick group tutorial via zoom for anyone who
struggles to access the sites and would like a bit more information on how
to get the most from this great resource – I warn you – I’m not an expert!!!
Nikki Read
Co-Leader, Basingstoke YAC

Berkshire’s Hidden Historic Gems
Most foreign tourists visit Windsor Castle on their whistle stop tour of
Britain, but the rest of the Royal County of Berkshire rarely gets a look-in
on a typical coach tour itinerary. This is perhaps a blessing for the locals as
its multitude of lesser-known historical gems are rarely overcrowded.
Reading Abbey probably needs no introduction, but twelve miles northwest of Reading is St Clement’s Church in Ashampstead. Hiding away
down sleepy country lanes, its nave boasts some of the finest medieval wall
paintings in England. Dating from the second quarter of the thirteenth
century, they were painted over during the Reformation and only came to
light again in 1886 when some plaster fell off during a storm and the vicar
discovered his church’s hidden treasures.
We arrived at St Clement’s on a chilly, late November afternoon, with a
low sun illuminating the surrounding fields. All that could be heard in the
tranquil churchyard was birdsong, and entering the church gave a sudden
sense of stepping back in time. The paintings are truly spectacular, and don’t
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just take my word for it. According to The Courtauld Institute, "these 13th
Century paintings are undoubtedly amongst the most important of their
date in England, not only because of the amount of painting that survives
but because of their high quality".
To give you a taster, we were immediately faced with a partial image of
Saint Christopher above the vestry door - a common and handy location
for passing medieval travellers to pop in for a quick blessing from their
patron saint. Progressing further into the church, the north wall of the nave
has a detailed sequence of the Holy Infancy. See photo below, from L to R:
the Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity and the Appearance of the
Angel to the Shepherds (with some curiously long-legged sheep which bear
an uncanny resemblance to alpacas).

Over the chancel arch is a powerful depiction of the Last Judgement with
Jesus and the Apostles, and devils wielding sharp spears and prodding the
damned down to Hell. One explanation for the superior quality of the
artwork is that they were likely to have been commissioned by the de
Newburgh family, the Earls of Warwick, who were the feudal overlords of
Ashampstead at the time. Henry III may also have contributed, as was his
custom. He had a royal hunting lodge near Ashampstead and his personal
badge, the star and crescent, feature in the background to the paintings.
25

Five miles south of Ashampstead, near the hamlet of Frilsham, lies St
Frideswide’s Well. Frideswide is perhaps best known as the patron saint
of Oxford, and her shrine can be found in Christ Church College Cathedral.
Legend has it she was a seventh century princess who fled from the
unwanted attentions of a local Mercian king. Sailing up the Thames guided
by an angel, she and her companions alighted at a ‘wood called Binsey’
where she hid in a pigsty. While she prayed for her deliverance, a well sprang
up, which became an important pilgrimage destination where the blind and
the lame came to be cured. It is sometimes referred to as a ‘treacle’ well,
although it has nothing to do with treacle tarts. In Old English, the word
means healing medicine. Katherine of Aragon visited the site in 1511,
hoping the waters would help
her produce an heir for Henry
VIII.
Despite the distant roar of
motorway traffic (it lies less
than a mile south of the M4),
there is something magical
and otherworldly about St
Frideswide’s well. Surrounded
by woodland, there is a real
sense that this springhead was
a special place of veneration
for many thousands of years before St Frideswide took refuge here. Today
the springhead has a modern brick surround and a plastic cover, but this
can be lifted to reveal a metal cup for tasting the waters. Mindful of covid,
and bacteria in general, I sadly refrained.
For my final pick of Berkshire’s lesser-known historic gems, we travelled
to the far west of the county. Combe Gibbet near the village of Inkpen, is
a spectacular if somewhat gruesome spot. The gibbet stands atop a
Neolithic long barrow on Gallows Down, in an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty with 360 degree views across stunning countryside. It was
erected in 1676 to gibbet the bodies of George Broomham and Dorothy
Newman, who murdered Broomham's wife Martha and their son Robert
after they discovered them together on the downs. The murder was
witnessed by "Mad Thomas", who managed to convey what he had seen to
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the authorities and the couple were hanged in Winchester before being
gibbeted at Combe. After the 1676 gibbet rotted, a total of 7 replica gibbets
have stood in its place; the most recent was erected in 1992. And if all that
history isn’t enough, just a couple of hundred yards to the east of the gibbet
lies Warbury hillfort, a peaceful haven of grazing sheep, and the highest
point in south-east England.

Getting there
St Clement’s, Ashamstead: Layby parking directly outside the church in
Church Lane.
St Frideswide’s Well: Park in Frilsham Village Hall car park. The well is just
a couple of minutes’ walk through woodland.
Combe Gibbet: Large car park with spectacular views, directly adjacent to
Walbury hillfort.
Penny Ingham
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FEBRUARY 2022 – JULY 2022 DIARY DATES
February’s lecture will be delivered via Zoom.
From March or April onwards, we hope to return to Church Cottage
at 7.30pm.
Thursday 10 February: The Stonemason: the history of building
Britain Andrew Ziminski, Stonemason, Minerva Stone Conservation Ltd
Thursday 10 March 2022: The Boxford Mosaic - a Marvellous
Mythical ‘Mythtery’! Lindsey Bedford, The Berkshire Archaeology Research Group
Thursday 14 April 2022: The Archaeology of the Meon Valley
Kay Ainsworth, Archaeologist and formerly of the Hampshire Museums Service
Thursday 12 May 2022: The World of Stonehenge Dr Neil Wilkin,
Curator, Early Europe (Neolithic & Bronze Age collections), British Museum
Thursday 9 June 2022: (including the AGM): Hard stone, hard
labour? Post-medieval sarsen stone quarrying in southern England
Katy Whitaker, Historic England and PhD student
Saturday 2nd July: 50th Anniversary Conference at the Sherfield Park
Community Centre
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