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Sat 19 Aug Excursion to Bucklers Hard and Beaulieu
(page 2) HFC
Excursion to Museum of English Rural
Life, Reading; Mapledurham House & Mill
(page 3} A
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APOT.OGIES

Apologies for the faintness of the last Newsleotter
— an experiment that didn’t work!

EXCURSIOMS

Zxcursion to Boxgrove and the Singleton Open Air Museun

Saturday 8th July

Although the excursion to the Isle of Wight i3 now fully booked,
noct many forms have been returned for the July excursion. More
are enclosed with this Newsletter. Please return them to Martin
Morris as soon as possible. As Mark Roberts® lecture showed,
Boxgrove is a unique site, where excavation will soon coms to an
end, so0 this is an opportunity not to be missed.

Sunday afternoon visit to Reomsev
2 pm, Sunday 3rd September

Following the talk to the Society in January on Romsey, itz Abbey
and settlement history, Mr Steve Cooper, a member of the
tampzhire Field Club Archaeclogical Committee, has kindly offe
to take a party around Romsey on Sunday afternoon, 3rd Septenmnb
1982, The party should meet in the Square by Palmerston’s stat
at 2 pm. ’
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14
No special arrangements are being made to provide transport fran
Basingstoke to Romsey as members will travel by car, but please
let me know if anyone wishes to join the party for the visit but
neseds a 1lift. I can be contacted on Basingstoke 4743832 (after &
pmJ.

SUSAN BATSTONE
Programme Organiser

Bucklers Hard and Beaul ien

A reminder that the Hampshire Field Club excursion on Saturday
Auvgust 138th will pick up fropm Basingstoke at @ am, and that our
members are welcomé& to join it. Booking forms from Mary 0O1iver
(Basingstoke 242630, cost £5.00.

Visit to Muscum of Englisk Rural Life, Reading and Mapledurham
House and Mill, Saturday August 19th

On the same day an alternative delight, also picking up in
Basingstoke at 9 am (!) is the excursion organised by the Alton
History and Archaeology Society, who have invited our members +o
Join them. Cost including all entrance fees £3.00. Centact Paunl
Fenwick, Alton 80470.

Film and Scund Archive Visit to London
As institutional members of the Hampshire Archives Trust, w
gend two members to meetings/excursions, so please let me k
quickly if you are interested in their visit on Wednesday 4th -
W
5

October to the Film and Sound Departments of the Imperial
Museum, and the Museum of the Moving Image. Booking fee f£1
numbers limited to twenty.

BARBARA APPLIN

HOLES IN THE GROUND — asain !

Some members have managed to observe part of the work for the new
leisure facilities at West Ham Park, which revealed what may be
graves (but are now covered by gravel). Roman coins have been
found by metal detectors. Some may have come from fresh trenc
but they appear to be mainly from soil moved from a heap made
when the Ice Rink was put up.

hes

As Peter Read asked in the last Newslerter, pleaszse let him know
of any ground work going on, or about to start (Basingstoke
47610). If you can’t contact Peter, tell any committee member.

H8 PIL.EA

Has any member got experience of using video cameras or of audio
recording - with access to the appropriate equipment? Please let
a committee member knou.



THE ROYATIL ARMIS —
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, BASINGSTOKE

The royal coats of arms in 3t Michael's Church have re
restored in memory of my husband, John, and the resul+t
worth going to see. I was rather ashamed of ny hazy %n
about them and have tried to research them a little; I
note will be of interest to members who go to see them.

Royal arms first appeared in English parish churches by order of
Henry VIII after the break with Rome in 1534, to symbolize royal
supremacy of the church in England. The Reformation gathered
strength during the reign of his son Edward, and the reyal arnmns
were ordered to replace such symbols of Catholic worship as the

el

Kood (tne Crucifixion) and the Doom (the Last Judgement). After

-

Edward came Queen Mary, a staunch Catholic, who took England back
t0 papal allegiance; the royval arms were to te removed, and are
uowW 30 rare - none survive in Hampshire - they were probably
destroyed.

Elizabeth succeeded her sister in 1558 and again ordersd the
installation of the royal arms. Qur coat of arms, dated 15968, iz
not the earliest in the county (Portsmouth have one datsd 1577)

but it is certainly the largest at 13 by 7 feet.
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The arms are as they had been since 1405, thoze of England
quartered with those of Franﬁe, and the suyporters, the lion and
the dragon, werese those 1s0 ufbd by Edward. The claszical
framework, with Corinthian columns, and the chsquered ceiling :in
perspective, and thne lively treatment of the lion and dragon, all
in neuwly revealed colour and gilding, make it a most attractive
piscs. It was too large to remove from the church and the
restoration work was carried out in the memorial chapel. I+t wasz
wonderful to see the gradual revelation of the colours as the
dirt was removed. The coat of arms has been erected hizh on the
west wall of the nave in what could well have been its original
pesition - the stone moulding was found toc be cut to take a bhoard
of the =same dimensions.

The work was deone on 17 horizontal boards held within a frams and
joirned by cleats. The middle 13 boards show signs of previcus
use, fragments of paint suggest they were used as a LN

for a nigh relief carving or scrpen brightly pai

yellow, green, blue and black. They had alszo bewn i1 = i
the shape of an arch, suggesting another phase of use. Perhaps
the imposing size of this work is the result of thus Tador
churchwardens making use of the =suitahle hwoards they had to “wand.

Elizabeth was succceeded by James I, who was James VI of
Scotland. His arms sre displayed on the square board with the
triangular projection at the top with his initials, I R (Iacobus
Rex) and the Stuart motto Beat: Pacifici (blessed are the
peacemakers) at the bottom. The Stuart arms show Engzgland and
France in the first and fourth quarters, with the lion ranpant of
Scotland in the second and the Irish harp in the third. The
supporters are the lion and the unicorn; +the chained unicorn is
an old Scottish heraldic device. The reign of James I was a Zood

time for St Michael’s - in 1821 an ocak gallery Wwith an

elaborately carved front was erected at the west end and a fine
new pulpit installed. This pulpit was moved to Basing church in
1841 and is still in use there.

The third royal arms i3 the smallezt and the least colourful hut
in many ways the most curious. Although they purport to be <the
armns of William III (inscribed W R III), they are actually the
same Stuart arms as on the James I board, the arms of all +ths
Stuart kings. Both William and ¥Mary were of Stuart descent

3 +

(William’s mother was Charles I’z sis 2
daughter of James II) but William’'s father waz Wlllxam of
Prince of Orange and to be correct hiz arms should have t
shield of Nassau at fesse point in the centre of the arms. The
experts’ examination of the painting proves a chequered hizt
with different bases for the paint used in the two halves
indicating at least two phases, and evidence of overpain*‘wv i
the initialz. As Charles Il at the Restoration made it compulsocry
for the royal arms to be displayed in churches, it would s=s;
that 5t Michael's were economising by updatlng an earlier Stuart
coat of arms in order to comply with the law, & not uncomaon
practice, but were a little shaky on their heraldry.

8]}



Although thiz law has never bYees G

later coats of arms than William i

have as many as three - cunly tw el Ve

three, and three other churches g o

mare heraldrys; an old drawin 182 S sra

arches decorated with the arms al familiss

- Paulet, Sandys, Magdalen Coll b=t ford, Sir Jan

James Lancaster and William Blunden. Thess paint:

rozzsibly lost during restoration work in the 1240

rocf was replaced. Another old Picture, which han

2nd, shows the chancel arch Painted with th= ten

favourite post-Reformation subject, also the Tudo

Prince of Wales feathers. The oldest fragment of pai

Hichael’s is probably the red and brown traces above

St Stephen’s chapel, above which can just be dizcerns

outline of three crescents recently revealed in clean:

are pozzibly the last survivors of Pre—-Relformation decoration.
The other two boards which were restcred were the

Sir Geo > Wheler and the gilded board rec rding

bequests of Charles, first Duke of Bolton. Charles

the fifth Marquis of Winchester who held Basing 4

King during the Civil War. At the Restoration the

their lands and titles, and in 158833 Charles, a Pr:

supporter of William III, was created Duks of Rol

being taken from his wife's Bolton Castle estate

Hizs arms, above the detzils of his bequeszsts, show

Paulet daggers dbn»e the"Love Loyalty" motto, with +uo grey hiad=

supporting, and the new ducal coronet atove, The beoussts in

favour of the poor of the parishes of RBasingstoke, Baminz,

Sherfield, Nuneham, Winslade and Wes+tan Patrick, & the family

n=zld lands, probably reflect their relative zize thes =nd oef
the 17th century. The rich gilding makes thiz & did piece,

The Wheler hatchment is a humbler object, The custonm of
displaying the coats of arms of titled people at their funsrils
in the form of a loze engs-shaped paintsd canvas or bosrd
introduced at the Restoration fron Holland, where X i
taken refuge during the Commonweszlt!

derived from "achievement" af arms

dizplayed in the house of the decea:

Feriod of mourning would he placed

chapel or wvault. hey were common both in the ztr

churches until the second half of the 19th o

custom iz still not totally extlict. All Sou

honoured its warden on his death by displayi

the college gate in 1951,

Sir George Wheler was vicar He
WAZ an interesting man who

Minor and Greece befare he

callector and man of letter !

the habits and cities of ma

knighted at Winchester by C

Greywell, but moved to the

5
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H ROMAN BURTI AL

farm, Hurstbtourne Priors

Davie Allen, of the County Muzeum Service has kindly allcowsad us
) y )
to print an extract from hisz interim report on & burial found in
13282 when a latrine pit was duz for a Cirl Guide camp. {(fiz 1
I S £ [=3

o]

"Beneath post-medieval layers a fine-grained stone-free colluvia
»il waz sncountered in which the grave cut could be seen.

| e S

machine pit




It conzisted of a resctangls 2.25 m x 0.70 m with roundsd corner:
and vertical sidez. The large number of nails wi<hin thiz area
confirmed ths szuspicion that the grave contained & coffin, and
the nails were plotted individually (fig 2Z). No other indication
5f the coffin were found, but the Fosition of the nailz appa-
rently showz that it waz placed close against the foot of +the
3rave, lsaving a gap of 0.20 m at the head end,

The skeleton, probably of a mature male — but specializt report
are awaited, lay in an extsnded Supine positicon, with head turne
tu the right, and handz to the right sids of the body. The
quality of the bone was not good, being soft and fragile, in +!
damp conditions that prevailsd. The grave-gocds were limited +
tHo comnplets vessels of Ronan dats, These, when in situ, were
placed on the right upper arnm and shoulder.

ezzsl 1

amian ware fo

tamped CINNAMYS
A product of O a
the Antonine period

REORS

-

century AD)

Vessel 2
Small grey ware flagon of more

,_a

ocal manufacture; vessel bears a
Swastika graffiti, which may have
been an owner’s mark.

scale I:4

The area east of Andover iz generally rich in Roman remainsz,

lo



4 fuller report will be compiled when specialist work is
completsd. It will bte published in the Proceedings of the Hants
Field Club. My thanks go to Mr and Mrs Porter for alterting tae
museum to the discovery, and granting permission to dig. The work
was undertaken by the auther with the assistance aof Grahan
Forter, Terry Green, Max Dacre and Sioni Davies. Trevor Psrcy-
Lancazter drew the pottery vessels. "

DAVID ALLEN

THE OX¥FORD STORY

ord Story" iz an Oxford sequel to the Yorvik Viking
re in York. It is run by the same company and uses the s
o convey an impreszion of the past. It lies in the centre
xford, in Broad Street.

The concept of the enterprise was to fulfil a need which had

identified by various tourist guides who are habitually asked
"but where is the University?" when they are standing in the
middle of the city, without the questiocners realising that the
University waz the sum of its separate colleges. What was nesded
Jas centre point to which tourizts could come and experience in
o ¢ im

€ & sanple of the spirit of Oxford.

To this =nd a thres-storey building was taken over with the
original intention of running & time-car shaped like a desk, but
thiz idea for various reasons failed to materialise. Instead F O
now walk along a laid ocut route, armed with a "walkman" and
passing through various three-dimensional tableaux of scenes fron
Cxford’s nistory.

y 18 & receonstruction of a
leges, and immediately you are

£ -

s 1YY

)
an old "guad" and buildi

The ticket office, at the =
porter’'s lodge tc one of th
surrounded Wlth & recons
Wwith twentieth century c

ollege notices. You are then invited into
a Junior Common Room where there iz shown a threc—camera pancrama
film introducing you visuzlly to the famous zights and buildings.
The college =zystem is explained by two typical students. YUnfor-
i = ‘[ 1 1 - 4
il

3
tunately i
overall ef

Armed with your "walkman" and its sStop-start



irst Cxford character - Hycliffs - in a
uring in Latin. There follow a couple
and poor studentz in their unurky
printing press (CUPI,
The @t periocd iz the Tudors, with an unimaginative tableauw of
denry VIII who iszszsusd proclamations in defence of the colleges ax
tiiz Reformaticn, Latimer, Cranmer, Quesen Mary and Quesn Elizabeth
ars seen in ratihsr dull surroundz whilszt the "walkman" chatisrs
¢n, making references to Charles I and the Ciwvil War.

century and pass be
, and an undergraduats
e first World W

thiz century, shows the usual 3lit traach
4 sequence somewnat out of place in the
of vizual material, but only o maks the
ege men uwere killed.
scend the 2tairs, you pass a modern portrait zallery of
d ztudents, starting with the present Prime Minister.
11 effect, I felt, was dizappointing. It nade ao
to the Rutherford Laboratcoriss, to the custons like <he
or the COxford Union debates, nor to the Oxford Movement
aruin controversy culminating in the famcus confrontation
rop Wilberforce in the famous 1280 debats with Huxley.
by making the presentation and commentary 50 general,
& the narrative in 350 closzely with specific events iy
ry of this country, it seemed to fall between two
t lacksd any real substancs, yet if you did net have a
r3tanding of the chronology of English history you would
appreciated what was there and its siznificance would

One could say top marks for presentaticn, but ... you cannot
pleasze all the pecple all the time and I did not feel I was the
targetted market. For amyself, I would recommend the City Muszesum,
which does the zame sort of thing for the Cizty of Cxford but on a
much smallsr yet a guister and detailed way, and without the
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veen laid out and we wWere given time to Browse througn them. Anng
and I were Jdelighted to find the "FPapers of Thomaszs Jervoise IZag'
(MS Rawlinzon DBEB) and we usre able to turn to the list of
Bszingtoks pscple who had contributsd to the 3ubsidiss demanded
Ly Charlez I in 1228 for "zhip wmoney". Sowe names were very
familiar to Anne, such as "Robert Ztocker 405, Laurence Resve
20z = t1 teresti thin this

hl

£

en split into two to be shown round library.
archivist confessed that as she had just cone
Lout monsy, it was money matters that wouuld
r. The ianposing Itatus ovel the gatsway Was a4
he University had hoped by the meszaze inplied in
gncourage Jamnes [ to become a genercus bensfactor
I+ showed him denating two wecoks tc the figuress
trumpet) and the University. Unforitunately he
terally and only save then two coples aof hiz
The first lidbrary was built over the Divinity Zchocol, a wonderful
2xaaple of 13+th century architecture. Here again, money intruded.
The University had hoped to raise noney by putiing ccats of arms
or initials of benefactors on ceiling bosses, but part way
through the supply of benefactors ran out and the coats of arms
and initials represent famous historical characters. Also tue
decoration of the stonsuork was reduced.

We were +<hen taken to the Convocation hall, the meeting place nut
cnly of the "parliament" of the university but alsc in troubled
times of the parliament of the whole country. And then to the
Radcliffe Camera, gquiet and e=legant, and then to the famousz Duke
Hunphrey's® library. Here again, Anne and I appreciated an extra
dimensicn to the visit, being avid readers of detective storie:z
Wy Doeircthy Zayers, Edmund Crizpin, Ruth Rendell, and otherz with
Dxford settings where a guiet likrary is so often the background
TO Ztrange Svents.

Z going down into

4t Magdalen, up 280-0dd =zpir

I T D e — N e .
browze turough zome Hampshi
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